
 

  

 

Dorset County Beekeepers Association 

June 2015 

Bee on a hellebore in spring 

New Beekeepers in Blandford & Sturminster BKA new apiary 



 

 

 
 Chairwoman’s Chatter  

We are into the swarming season and as usual there are all sorts of tales and talks about 

swarms. Swarms are the one time in the year that the general public come across bees in 

large numbers and there are a variety of reactions. 

I collected a swarm on a three tier planter in Blandford Forum Market Square. What 

amazed me was the way the people walking passed the planter were quite unaware of 

the bees even though they were buzzing around looking for a possible nest site. The 

butcher at the Dorset Game Larder had called me and pointed them out to me because 

they had been on his van then moved on to the planter. I asked for a ladder and a rickety 

one was produced. At this point a small crowd arrived. I asked the butcher if he was    

prepared to take the skep from me when I had swept the bees into it and put it upside 

down on my sheet; I was not prepared to climb down the rickety ladder holding a skep in 

one hand. Amazingly although only dressed in his butcher’s uniform he agreed to take 

the skep and put it on the sheet once it was full of bees. I think the crowd was duly       

Impressed.  

He was not stung during the collection and upturning of the skep but later when scooping 

up the last few bees one got into his beard and he was stung. He did not complain but 

suggested I take the bees home before a foolhardy individual gave the skep a kick. 

I suppose this is where I should give a note of warning. I was prepared to take the risk of 

going up the step ladder and the butcher was prepared to take the risk of handling the 

skep but these days our BBKA insurance does not cover us for the first £500 of any    

damage that may occur.  There may be a number of would be swarm collectors who need 

to assess the situation before committing themselves to climbing ladders and dealing 

with swarms in hazardous places. The worst problem are bees in facia boards and in 

chimneys particularly where the bees have been in residence for some time 

The Blandford swarm has turned out to be docile and productive; if only all bees were like 

that. I trust all the swarms you collect are worth a load of hay as the rhyme goes. The 

warm weather and the promise of forage have brought out the swarms but not all of 

them can be or should be collected. There is a picture of a swarm sent to me by Liz      

Rescorla in this edition on page 1

Best wishes for a good honey crop 

Lesley Gasson 
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Editor’s Note 
 

The June edition is always a bit larger than most because I include the Dorset Show    

schedule. Sally Leslie and Carole Brown would like more members of other associations to 

enter the show and make it a truly all Dorset Honey Show and not just West Dorset or  

Dorchester and Weymouth Honey Show. 

If you look at the schedule you will see there are novice classes for people who have never 

entered a show or won a prize. There are photography classes, cookery classes and  wax 

classes. If you enter the show you can sell your honey at the show which is always an 

added incentive to enter.  

As a result of my pleas for interesting pictures this edition has more pictures of local events 

especially apiary visits which is what most associations arrange in Summer. Local             

associations are keen to include new beekeeper in their regular apiary meetings as this is 

the only way learners get hands-on experience. 

Terry Payne is our new examinations secretary. Terry is very keen to help people enter the 

Basic Beekeeping Exam. This is an entirely practical exam which involves opening a hive 

and explaining what you see as well as knowing something about brood and adult bee   

diseases. Ideally every beekeeper who has kept bees for more than a year should be      

prepared to take the exam. It increases your knowledge and your confidence. Terry has 

written a short article on the Basic Exam. 

Another new member of the DBKA officers is the Treasurer Robert Camping. Robert is 

mentioned on the back page so if you have any queries about the finances of the DBKA 

please approach him as he is very technically competent ( he runs the B&SBKA web site). 

Among the many responsibilities Richard Norman has is being our new President. How he 

will manage the Dorset Honey Show as both President and Show Secretary I am not sure. 

Richard has been chairman, secretary, honeycraft editor, treasurer and many more parts of 

the Dorset Beekeepers Association than I know. 

 

Lesley Gasson 
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Somerset Specialists 
ABeeC 

For all your beekeeping requirements. 
 

Agents for 
 

EVERYTHING FOR THE NATIONAL HIVE 
FROM STOCK. 

 
Starter Kits - Complete hives - Floors -                  

Brood chambers - Frames - Foundation -              
Queen excluders - Supers - Crown boards - Roofs. 

deal or cedar. 
Bee-suits (One piece & separate) - Gloves - Smokers - 

Hive tools - Etc. 
Knives - Extractors - Honey buckets. 
Honey jars - Labels - Cut comb containers - Etc. 
Collect from our stock or ask about our delivery ser-
vice.Somerset Specialists ABeeC,The Rose Cottage, 
Dinnnington, Hinton St. George, Somerset, TA17 8SX. 
Tel.   01460 52959 
Fax.  01460 53129. 
E Mail  giles@abeec.co.uk 
Web site.  www.abeec.co.uk 
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Dorchester and Weymouth beekeepers at Martinstown apiary. Can you spot Richard     

Norman? 
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DORCHESTER & WEYMOUTH BKA 
APIARY MEETINGS: 

 

We had our first Apiary Meeting on Sunday, 17th May, and at least 20 people turned up.  Dennis 

Clemens kindly hosted this on his site on farmland near the Moreton Tea Rooms. He has approx. 6 or 7    

colonies.  We looked through all of them (except No.3 which apparently has a reputation for being a little 

tetchy).  I was given the honour of opening his top-bar hive and one of our beginners was volunteered to 

open another colony.  Although there were plenty of bees flying around they were remarkably good-

humoured considering how intrusive we were.  Dennis also showed us his prototype wasp/hornet trap and 

other pieces of equipment that he has made.  It was a very interesting meeting as Dennis showed us how he 

does things slightly differently. He does not use queen excluders so allows the Queen to build her nest as she 

wants and only puts in starter strips so they draw their own foundation. We did some drone culling and 

found no varroa.  He makes most of his own equipment and has some innovative ideas.  

 

The beauty about visiting other apiaries is that you get to see what methods other beekeepers use, ask   

questions, discuss the answers and generally have a good time. 

A few of us managed to get to the Tea Rooms, with 20 minutes to spare before they closed, to partake of a 

very welcome cup of tea and cake. 

 

Our next Apiary Visit is on SATURDAY 6TH JUNE to Robert Field’s Honey Processing Plant.  2.00 

p.m.  This is on the B3351 which is the road from Corfe Castle to Studland.  The turning onto this road is on 

the left just before you get to Corfe Castle The site seems to be a couple of miles along this road on the left. 

Parking is limited so please could car share as much as possible.  A map showing further details is on their 

website www.fieldhoney.co.uk/contact.php 

 

Our other Apiary Visits are Sunday 28th June 2.00pm Jerry Hallet’s Apiary on the top of Portland; 

Sunday 12 July 2.00pm Visit to ’Bee Friendly Plants Nursery’  Nr Chard; and Sunday 26  th July 2.00pm  Visit 

to Doug Whyte’s Apiary at Kingston Maurward.   Anyone is welcome and further details on these are on our 

website. The two Apiary Visits are weather dependant so contact me if you are in any doubt.    

 

   Our fortnightly Beginners/Improvers Apiary Meetings at Martinstown are going from strength to 

strength. So far we have only had to sit out one evening when it was just too bad to open the hives.  But even 

sitting in the Parish Hall allows time for discussion and a bit of theory.  The last meeting (Tuesday 19th May) it 

was touch and go whether to open the hives but we did, very carefully handled by one of our Improvers and 

the bees were exceptionally docile.  We looked at the result of an intense treatment programme on one hive, 

as well as putting MAQ’s on another.  

 

Our Swarm Co-Ordinators have been busy these last few weeks. I’ve had a few usual bumble bee 

nest queries but so far no one has mentioned Bombus Hypnorum.  This time last year we were getting a lot 

of calls on this tree bumblebee which takes over bird boxes and behaves quite defensively which is why they 

can be perceived as being ’aggressive’ and possibly why the public get concerned about them.    

Dorchester & Weymouth have decided to fund a tree planting project for the benefit of bees.  We 

are currently looking for a suitable site (must be visible and/or accessible to members of the public) and we 

are also trying to find an appropriate organisation to help us with this and maintain the site. So far we have 

approached Trees for Dorset and we are intending to contact Dorset County Council and some Parish     

Councils re sites.  Hopefully by the next Honeycraft issue we will be able to report on further progress on this 

project. 

Education: Three of our members have passed Module 1 so congratulations again to them.   

DORCHESTER SHOW:  

This year D&W are hosting the County Show and the Schedule is enclosed with this edition.  Realistically, will 

we get the amazing honey flow that we had last year ?  Nevertheless, please start thinking about putting 

some of whatever your yield is towards ’showing’.  As a County we seem to have a fair amount of new      

beekeepers. The Honey Shows are where we market our honey and, although for some of us honey is a        

by-product to the utter absorption of beekeeping, we should still ensure beginners have a standard of honey 

to aspire to. 

Sally Leslie 

Secretary 
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Two pictures of Dorchester and Weymouth’s apiary visit to Denis Clemens Apiary in May 

Denis as you can see does not wear gloves and has a large number of hives. 
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www.beebasic.co.uk
All the protection you need, and more

Jackets from £36       Suits from £48

Call us for friendly advice, a free brochure, or visit our web site

5 Hillcrest Avenue, Pinner, Middlesex HA5 1AJ      Email: sales@beebasic.co.uk      � 020 8866 3864

Free Delivery on UK orders         Prices subject to VAT          9am–6pm except Sundays
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EAST DORSET BKA 
 

The beekeeping season is in full swing now with the bees very busy and queens laying well. 

Hopefully members are checking their hives regularly for queen cells and disease. 

The apiary meetings have been well attended with a lot of interest from new members. 

Kevin Pope, the regional Bee Inspector, is visiting our apiaries at the meeting on Saturday 27th July to inspect 

the hives and explain what to look for, we always learn something new with Kevin so please come along. 

 

Please note we have changed the date for the barbeque to Saturday 11th July NOT 18th July as  

Sturts Farm is holding their Fun Day and Fair on 18th July and we have a stall there.   

If you are coming to the barbeque please let Margaret or Jenny know for catering purposes.  The 

charge is £2 per head which includes salads, rolls etc.  Arrangements as before, please bring your own 

meat/fish drinks and something to sit on.  For directions and time please contact a committee member.  
 
Future meetings: Apiary Saturday 6th June, 27th June (Kevin Pope), BBQ 11th July, Apiary 25th July.  

8th August, 15th August  honey extraction and our Honey Show is at Sturts Farm on 5th September. 

 
Jenny Wellman 

 

 

 

10

 

 

 
The Basic Assessment 

As the season is getting into its stride, now is the time to give serious thought to those good         

intentions you have had about taking the Basic Assessment this year. 

The only requirement for this is that you should have managed at least one colony for a minimum of 

12 months that is to say you got them safely through the winter. 

The terms of the assessment are not onerous and do not ask you for anything more than you have 

already achieved in managing your bees so far and the BBKA’s web site offers a lot of useful         

information to help you pass. 

You will also find articles by Ivor Davis, a past President, which give practical guidance on the       

subject. 

The Assessment will take place at a local apiary, so far as is possible, but not at your own. 

An apiary manager or other local beekeeper must be present throughout the assessment to ensure 

that there is someone available with local knowledge who can summon help in case of medical 

emergency. 

This is a new Health & Safety condition set by the BBKA but it is for your Assessor to arrange and 

need not concern you as the candidate in any way, but explains why there will be someone else  

present. 

Do not worry - you are not facing two Assessors! 

To apply for the Assessment you should complete an application form and send it to me with your 

cheque for £15.00 payable to the BBKA.  

My address is shown below. 

An application form is available from your Branch Secretary or me or you can download it from the 

BBKA’s web site. You will need to have it counter signed as indicated. 

On receipt of the application I will arrange for the Assessor to agree a suitable venue and a date to 

suit you both. 

As there might be a number of candidates, your early application would be helpful so that the     

appointment can be fitted into everyone s diary as soon as possible and which is now likely to be 

July or early August. 

Good luck and please have a go ask your Branch Secretary (or me) for an application form soon 

please. 

Terry Payne, 

Brookmans Farm Bungalow, Dunns Lane, Iwerne Minster, DT11 8NG 

Telephone 01747 811251 

Email; twpayne@btinternet.com 
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DORSET COUNTY HONEY SHOW 2015 
Hosted by D&W BKA 

ENTRY FORM 
This form to be sent to the HONEY SHOW SECRETARY, Mr R Norman, 19 Broughton 
Crescent, Weymouth, DT4 9AS by Monday 24 August 2015 enclosing a stamped addressed 
envelope and entry fees. 
ENTRY FEE: All classes (other than Special Class) 25p per entry. 

 
  
I have read the regulations and I agree to abide by them 
 

SIGNATURE...............................................................................              DATE..................................... 
 
NAME AND ADDRESS IN BLOCK LETTERS: 
 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 
 
.................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Email....................................................................................................... Phone .......................................  

CLASS DESCRIPTION OF ENTRY FEE 
  

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
  Donation towards expenses   
  TOTAL   
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News from West Dorset - May 2015 for June HC 
The season started off well with quite a lot of sunshine in April when the bees were off 
to a good start especially on the rape then mid-April onwards it declined.  The cold 
weather set in, so what they had brought in was having to be fed to the colony –    
hopefully it will warm up again soon so the bees can be more on an even keel.  We    
actually fed some colonies with fondant just to tide them over. 
During that warm snap there were some queen cells around – so we made up artificials 
but I am worried now that the queens have not been able to get out and mate and if 
they did was it successful – none at present have started to lay!! 
I must say in comparison to last year about this time I have been contacted very few 
times for swarms – maybe that will all change when the warmer weather takes off! It 
changed on the on the 20th May big time – I had 10 swarms to contend with – there 
were all found homes!!! 
We linked up with East Devon again this year for their Nosema day kindly arranged at 
the Basterfields.  A few of our members went and took their own samples and others 
from members who could not make it – they were very pleased to announce all our 
samples were negative. 
I have been asked by Kevin Pope to have one of my Apiary sites taking part in the      
National Bee Unit Pest Surveillance Sentinel Apiary Record 2015- as the site is near the 
coast – I did it last year too, looking out Small Hive Beetle & Tropilaelaps – plus sending 
off 2 floor debris samples.  I have been given 1 Better Beetle Blaster Trap this time (can 
be purchased from Mann Lake) to put into a brood box between the last 2 frames –  
filling the trap with 25ml of food grade vegetable oil plus a little cider vinegar may be 
added as an attractant for the beetle.  
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Our teaching Apiary has been well supported by the students from the Beginners 
Course April/May – now hopefully with a new Rota System in place we will see more 
members attending on a weekly basis learning the craft and having fun too. 
Melplash Show this year is on 27th August so hopefully the entries will be good and 
the quality improved especially as we had Liz & Mike Duffin chat to us in May about 
showing honey and wax.  It would be great to see others from around the County enter 
the show too this year, you will be most welcome. Please come and see us at the Show, 
it is a great day out for everyone even if you don’t keep bees there will something of 
interest for you! 

Hot off the Press – EFB has been confirmed in West Dorset near Beaminster w/c 18th 
May 2015 – so please all be vigilant wheninspecting your colonies any suspicions 
please inform Kevin Pope SBI or Nigel Semmence RBI details on back cover of         
Honeycraft. 
 

Carole Brown 
West Dorset Secretary 

 Looking Ahead for West Dorset 2015 
 

All very welcome to come along to any of our talks & apiary meetings  

Sat 6th June 10.30 Sat 4th July 10.30 Sat 1st August 10.30 Thurs 27th August 

Apiary Meeting  Apiary Meeting Apiary Meeeting All Day 

Netherbury  Netherbury Netherbury WD Honey show 

DT6 5LY DT6 5LY DT6 5LY Melplash              

Agricultural  

Show Bridport 



 

 

 

www.thebeeshop.co.uk
 

 

Quality Beekeeper Clothing
 

At Affordable Prices
 

 

Full Suits, Smocks & Veils
 

White, Coloured & Camouflage
 

Sizes -
 
Infant to XXXL

 
 

Full beekeeper suit for under £50
 

and free postage from
 

Wells, Somerset
 

 

Email:
 

 
michael.duckett@virgin.net
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Sherborne BKA 
        We started the year with three colonies, having reduced the six hive that we had last year down to 

three. The intentions, this year were to do shook swarms on the three, as well as re-queening all three. The 

re-queening was done for three reasons: firstly, to control swarming, then to reduce, as much as possible, 

the varroa load, and thirdly to have bees that were of a less aggressive nature. 

        On first inspections, one hive appeared to be relatively weak, so the shook swarms were done on the 

other two only. Supers, which had been partially filled with honey, were left on top for the bees (with queen 

excluders underneath) , in lieu of syrup. Both of these colonies were each left with one frame of uncapped 

brood, onto which any remaining varroa mites would descend and lay their eggs as the cells were capped. 

These brood frames were then remove a week later. 

        In the meantime, three Carniolan queens were ordered, and, at the time of writing, are expected today. 

One slightly puzzling thing happened following the shook swarm procedures: the super on one of the hives 

had brood in all stages, despite the queen excluder, and there was also brood on the brood frames             

underneath. Had the queen become so small that she could get through the QX? Who knows, but she has 

now been replaced with a new queen, and, once again, she was found in the upper super when we came to 

replace her. All three haves now have new queens. 

        So much for shook swarm and new queens. We also have two more colonies, left to us be a local lady. 

We were expecting only one, but, when we arrived to take it away, found bees in both it and the other one 

next to it. Now at our apiary, we will inspect them and see whether or not unite them of keep them as two. 

Meanwhile, the family of the lady want a beehive to keep in the garden for decorative purposes only, so we 

will have to return one hive, without bees, of course. 

         That’s about it for now 

        Tony Thorpe 
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         That’s about it for now 

        Tony Thorpe 

Blandford & Sturminster Newton BKA 
The months of May and June are traditionally very busy for most of us but I have only been 

 called to deal with one swarm so far and which had a very nice queen with it! 

Just as well really, because there has been a lot of other activity concerning our new club apiary 

 which has taken up a great deal of time. 

Members will know that we set up a club apiary last year but decided that the location was 

 unsuitable so we started again. 

This involved a lot of work in obtaining planning permission and  then installing a portakabin as a 

clubhouse, not to mention moving nine hives of bees to the new site. 

Grateful thanks are due to those members who gave their time, muscle power and hives of bees to 

set everything up in time for the start of the new season and especially for sourcing the (free)      

portakabin and finding the new site. 

We were also fortunate to have been offered the site itself in return for just the traditional jars of 

honey! 

There is still a lot to of work to do in converting the portakabin to a barn look-a-like but we now 

have six hives in place for our second year student instruction course and a further three for the 

beginner’s course. 

A ’Safari’ by Kevin Pope of our club hives is planned for the 20th June which will be instructive for 

members and helpful to the club as well. 

On the subject of visits, we recently enjoyed an afternoon at Tim and Annie Hogan’s garden and  

apiary with a splendid tea afterwards. Many thanks for your hospitality Tim and Annie 

Later in the year we look forward to a BBQ at The White House and then an apiary visit to be hosted 

by Mark Smith and Pat Butt. 

Details will be circulated closer to the time. 

Several Members have applied to take the Basic Assessment this year and I will let them know 

where and when later. 

You might not know that I am now County Examinations Secretary so I have even more reason than 

ever to pester you about exams!! 

There is a separate article in this issue about the Basic Assessment and I hope you will read it and 

the send me an application form � which I will be happy to email to you if you wish. 

Terry Payne 
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Dorset Dates 

Date Branch Event Contact Venue 

6 June West Dorset Apiary Meeting 10.30 C. Brown Netherbury   

6 June East Dorset Apiary Meeting 2.00 J. Wellman West Moors 

6 June Dorch & Wey Honey processing at Robert 

Field 2.00pm 

S. Leslie Near Corfe Castle 

20 June Blandford & 

Stur 

Disease Inspection with Kevin 

Pope 2.00pm 

L. Gasson Shillingstone Apiary 

20 June Shafts & Gill Apiary visit at Mervyn Bown 

2.30 

A Kneller Twyford 

27 June East Dorset K. Pope at apiary 2.00 J. Wellman West Moors 

28 June Dorch & Wey Apiary meeting at J. Hallett S. Leslie Portland 

4 July West Dorset Apiary Meeting 10.30 C. Brown Netherbury 

12 July Dorch & Wey Lakehayes Nursey Bee Plants  S. Leslie Chard 

17 July Bland & Stur BBQ at  White House 6.30 L. Gasson Shillingstone 

25 July Shafts & Gill Apiary visit 2.30 at  

Andrew Kneller

Andrew Kneller Ludwell 

25 July  East  Dorset Apiary Meeting J. Wellman West Moors 

26 July Dorch &Wey Apiary visit at D.Whyte 2.00pm S. Leslie Kingston Mauward 

1 August West Dorset Apiary Meeting 10.30 C. Brown Netherbury 

1 August Bland & Stur Honey Extraction 2.00 L. Gasson Shillingstone 

8 August East Dorset Apiary Meeting 2.00 J. Wellman West Moors 

15 August East Dorset  Honey extraction 2.00pm J. Wellman  

19      

August  

Shafts & Gill  Shaftesbury and Gillingham 

Show all Day 

G. Hunt Show Ground 

29/30 Aug Bland & Stur Oak Fair two days C. Laverton King Stag 

5 Sept Dorch & 

Wey 

Dorset Honey Show  R. Norman Dorchester show 

22 August Shafts & Gill Apiary visit G. Loryman 2.30 A Kneller Fonthill Gifford 

27      

August  

West Dorset Melplash Show all day C. Brown Bridport 

5 Sept East Dorset East Dorset Honey Show J. Wellman Sturts Farm 

DEADLINE FOR THE SEPTEMBER EDITION OF                 
HONEYCRAFT FRIDAY 21ST AUGUST 

’s
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OFFICERS & SECRETARIES 

 

President     Mr. R. Norman 

 

 

Chairman Mrs. L. Gasson The White House Candys Lane Shillingstone  

  DT11 0SF   01258 861690 lmgasson@btinternet.com 

 

Secretary Mrs. E. Rescorla 5 Cowleaze Martinstown Dorchester DT2 9TD 

  01305 889916  winkyozz@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Treasurer Mr. Robert Camping Yew Tree Cottage, Higher Row, Holt, Wimborne BH21 7EB  

  01202 849338  yewcot@gmail.com  

 

Blandford & Mr. Simon Baird Chapel House, The Hollow, Child Okeford 

Sturminster  DT11 8EX 01258 860477 snbjock@yahoo.com  

 

Dorchester & Mrs. Sally Leslie 86 Chiswell, Portland, Dorset DT5 1AP 

Weymouth 01305 823043 sally@salles01.plus.com  

 

East Dorset Mrs J Wellman  32 Compton Crescent, West Moors,  

  BH22 0BZ  01202 873292    jenny.wellman@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Shaftesbury & Martin Davidson, Sunnylands Farm, Front St. East Stour 

Gillingham 01747 838978  martindsgbka@btinternet.com 

 

Sherborne Mr Richard Baker, Fairmead, Manston Road, Sherborne DT94JB   

  01935 812741 sherbornebee@hotmail.co.uk  

  

West Dorset Mrs C A Brown 11 North Hill Way Bridport  DT6 4JX   

  Tel 01308-456210  secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk   

 

Examination  Mr. Terry Payne Brookman’s Farm Bungalow, Dunns Lane, Iwerne Minster 

Secretary Blandford  DT11 8NG  01747 811251  twpayne@btopenworld.com 

    

Education Mrs. L Gasson The White House Candys Lane Shillingstone 

Officer 

  

Honeycraft Mrs L Gasson  The White House, Candy’s Lane, Shilllingstone. 

editor  DT11 0SF  01258 861690  lmgasson@btinternet.com 

 

Seasonal Bee  Mr K Pope  kevin.pope@fera.gsi.gov.uk 07775 119466 

Inspector    

 

Regional  Bee  nigel.semmence@fera.gsi.gov.uk   01264 338694 

Inspector    

 

 

 

 

20



 

 
         

 
          

           
 

             
     

 

            
            

            
          

 

           
       

 

         
            

              
   

r        
 

            
m          

 

            
          

 

              
d              

I           
 
 

      
 

   
         
a            

 

 

Dorset County Beekeepers  
 

Honey Show 2015 
 

Hosted By  
The Dorchester & Weymouth BKA  

 

SHOW SCHEDULE 

Sponsored by the Dorset County Show 
To be held at the 

 Dorset County Showground, 
Dorchester 

 
On 

 
Saturday 

5th September 2015 
 

Show Secretary:  Richard Norman 
Tel:01305 786585 

richard@wykeregis19.plus.com 
 
 
 

All exhibits will be staged in the Beekeeping Marquee with the  
Dorchester & Weymouth Beekeeper’s Association display. 

A full copy of the Rules are in this Show Schedule. 
 

Judge:  
 

Wing Cmdr Tom Salter  
 

Presentation of Cups, Trophies and Sponsored Prizes will be 
at 4.00 p.m. in the Marquee   

i



 

.COUNTY SHOW AWARDS 
 

DORSET CHALLENGE CUP 
Awarded to the member with most points in all Open Classes 

 
F.W.CARTER CHALLENGE CUP 

Awarded to the member with the highest points in Classes 8,9,10,11 
 

BETTY COURTNEY MEMORIAL SHIELD 
Awarded to the member with the highest points in Classes 12,15,16 

 
PEARL WELLINGTON MEMORIAL SHIELD 

Awarded to the member with the highest points in Classes 24, 25, 26 
 

NOVICE TROPHY & NATIONAL HONEY SHOW CARD & £5 
Awarded to the member with the highest points in Classes 37-40 

 
BRANCH SHIELD & £20  AWARDED BY DORSET BKA 

Awarded to the Branch with the most points in the Open Classes 
 

THE NATIONAL HONEY SHOW AND B.B.K.A. BLUE RIBBON 
Awarded to the exhibitor with the best exhibit in the whole show. 

 
THE MASSEY TROPHY is awarded to the member who gains the 

most points in Classes marked with an * in this Show and in the 
West Dorset BKA Show 

  
D & W BKA SPECIAL AWARDS 

 
THE THOMPSON CUP 

Awarded to the exhibitor gaining the most points in Section A 
 

THE MILES PERPETUAL CHALLENGE CUP 
Awarded to the exhibitor gaining the most points in Section B 

 

THE DORCHESTER AND WEYMOUTH BEEKEEPERS CUP 
Awarded to the exhibitor gaining the most points in Section C 

 
 

JOHN CHAMBERS MEMORIAL TROPHY 
Awarded to the exhibitor with the best exhibit in Section B. 

 

DORCHESTER AND WEYMOUTH B.K.A.CHALLENGE 
Awarded to the Dorset Beekeepers Association with the best entry in the 

special composite class. 
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ENTRANCE FEE ALL CLASSES 25P PER ENTRY 
 

SECTION A. 
OPEN CLASSES. 
 

  1)* Two 454g jars of light honey.  
  2)*  Two 454g jars of medium honey.  
  3)  Two 454g jars of dark honey. 
  4)* Two 454g jars of crystallized (not creamed) honey.  
  5)* Two 454g jars of soft set (creamed) honey.  
  6)* Two 454g jars of chunk honey.  
  7) Three 454g jars of honey, labeled as for sale. Any type of honey 
   permitted but all must be the same. Current labeling regulation to apply. 
  8)* One frame of comb honey suitable for extraction.  
  9)* Two containers of cut comb honey, minimum net weight 227g. 
10) Two sections, square. 
11) Two sections, round. 
12)* One cake of beeswax, minimum weight 454g at least 2.5cm thick     
          moulded in a plain shape.  
13) Five 30g blocks of beeswax. 
14) Five pieces of identical decorative moulded beeswax. 
15)    Two identical beeswax candles, made in a plain mould. 
16) Two identical beeswax candles, made by any means other than a  
          mould. 
17)* One bottle of dry mead.  
18)* One bottle of sweet mead.  
19) One flower made from beeswax (may be coloured). 
20a)* One photograph, min size 150mmx100mm (6” x 4”) on a  
 255mm x 200mm (10” x 8”) mount. Subject of interest to beekeepers.  
20b) One Photograph of bees inside or outside the nest with title or  
 explanation below the print. min size 150mmx100mm  (6” x 4”)   on a 
 255mm x 200mm (10” x 8”) mount. 
21) Shop counter display of extracted honey. 1.4kg to 4.5kg maximum, in  
 any form of display. To be exhibited in any transparent containers  
  using exhibitors own labels as for retail. To be judged for  quality  and 
 sales appeal. Current labeling regulations to apply.  
          Space not to exceed 60cm deep by 100cm long. 
22)     Composite Class.  Any four of the following :- 
                  a)     Two 454g jars of clear honey. 
                  b)     Two 454g jars of set honey. 
                  c)     One frame for extraction. 
                  d)     One section ( round or square). 
                  e)     One 227g container of cut comb. 
                  f)      One cake of beeswax minimum weight 454g.                                                    
23) Observation Hive, containing live bees (see regulation 8). To be  
          judged for quality and educational value. 
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24)*. Honey Cake.   
 Exhibits must be made from this recipe:- 
 
  200g/7oz self raising flour  140g/5 oz butter 
 2 medium eggs    1 tablespoon water 
 175g/6 oz liquid honey   110g/4oz soft brown sugar 

 Method:  Place butter, sugar, honey and water in a saucepan and 
 heat until butter has melted, stirring all the time. When the butter has 
 melted, remove pan from the heat and allow contents to cool to blood 
 temperature. Gradually beat in the eggs, add sieved flour and mix 
 until smooth.  Turn into a greased and lined 6.5 to  7.5 inch       
 diameter cake tin. Preheat the oven to180°C/350°F/gas mark 4. 
 Bake for 1 hour, or until risen and firm to the touch.  

 

25) Five Pieces of Honey Flapjack. (Weight approx 175g/6oz) 
 Exhibits must be made from this recipe  
 
 225g/8oz butter    175g/6oz sugar 
 1 Tablespoon Honey   350g/ 12oz Jumbo oats 
 
 Melt together butter, sugar and honey and remove from heat. 
 Stir in oats, and smooth into flat tin about 9 inch by 13inch. 
 Place in centre of moderate oven for approximately 20 minutes , 
 checking after 5 minutes. 
 Allow to cool slightly and cut into squares. 
 
 
26) Twelve pieces of Honey Fudge.   
 Exhibits must be made from this recipe  
 
         454g/1lb  granulated sugar.  150ml/1/4 pint of  milk. 
 55g/2oz honey.                . 55g/2ozs. butter. 
 
 Method :- .  Bring  ingredients slowly to the boil, stirring all the time. 
 Cover and boil rapidly for 2 minutes, Uncover and boil gently for  
 approx.15 minutes until soft ball stage is reached, stirring all the time. . 
 Take off the heat, stand pan on a cold surface for 5 minutes. Beat until 
 creamy and mix starts to thicken. Pour quickly into a greased/oiled tin 
 approx. 7 inches square. When nearly set, mark into squares. Cut 
 when cold.  
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SECTION B 

 
OPEN ONLY TO MEMBERS OF DORCHESTER AND WEYMOUTH BKA 

 
27)   Two 454g jars of light honey 
28)   Two 454g jars of medium honey. 
29)   Two 454g jars of crystallized honey (not creamed). 
30)   Two 454g jars of soft set honey (creamed). 
31)   One frame of comb honey suitable for extraction. 
32)   Two containers of cut comb minimum weight 227g. 
33)   One cake of beeswax minimum weight 227g moulded in a plain 
 shape. 
34)   Two identical beeswax candles made in a plain mould. 
35)   Two identical beeswax candles made by any means other than a 
 mould. 
36)   Two tins of beeswax polish. 
 

SECTION C. 
 

OPEN TO NOVICE EXHIBITORS WHO HAVE NEVER WON  
A FIRST PRIZE AT ANY HONEY SHOW. 

 
37)   One 454g jar of clear honey. 
38)   One 454g jar of set honey. 
39)   One container of cut comb. 
40)   One cake of beeswax minimum weight 227g moulded in a   
 plain shape. 
 

DORCHESTER & WEYMOUTH BKA CHALLENGE. 
A COMPOSITE CLASS CHALLENGE OPEN TO ALL 

BEEKEEPING ASSOCIATIONS. 
 
Each entry to consist of the following and to be judged for quality :- 
a)     Two 454g  jars of honey, any type but both the same type. 
b)     One frame of comb honey suitable for extraction. 
c)     One honey fruit cake ( recipe as class 24). 
d)     Two containers of cut comb, minimum weight 227g. 
e)     Two beeswax candles. 
 
An area 600x600mm will be allocated for each entry.  
There is no entry fee. 
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RULES  
1)  Entries must be made on the form provided and sent together  
with entry fees and a stamped, addressed envelope to reach the  
Honey Show Secretary, Mr R Norman, 19 Broughton Crescent, Wey-
mouthDT4 9AS no later than Monday 24 August 2015.  
Cheques made payable to Dorchester & Weymouth BKA. 
 

2) All exhibits must be staged by 8-30am on show day in the  marquee  
allocated to the Honey Show.  Exhibits may be staged between 5pm -7pm 
on the day before the show or  7am - 8-30am on show  day. 
Exhibitors who cannot meet these times should contact the Honey Show  
Secretary at least two days before the show to make alternative arrange-
ments. 
 

3) No card, label, trade or distinguishing mark of an exhibitor may be 
placed on any part of an exhibit, other than the labels provided by the Show 
Secretary. Such labels shall be fixed to jars to leave 1cm space between 
the bottom of the label and the base of the jar. 
Candles are to be displayed erect and one candle may be lit by the judge.  
Labels to be placed near to the base of the candles.  For other wax exhib-
its, the labels are to be placed on the under surface of 25g blocks and upon  
the upper surface of other wax exhibits. 
Comb Honey to be exhibited in standard white or clear commercial 227g 
containers with a clear lid. Labels to be placed on the top right-hand corner 
of the front vertical face of the showcase or container and the duplicate 
placed on top of the frame or section. 
Round Sections must have clear covers on both sides. One label on the 
flat face of the case, the other on the circumference of the section. 
Square Sections must be exhibited in section showcases or standard 
commercial card section cases. 
Cut Comb  one label on the front of the  case, the other on the top right 
hand corner of the lid. 
Cake One label on the upper surface of the cake, the other on the stand. 
Fudge and Biscuit labels to be placed on the plate or stand. All cakes & 
confectionary to be exhibited on a white paper plate with a doilley covered 
with clingfilm or clear plastic. Plates, doileys & clingfilm can be supplied by 
the Show. 
 EXCEPTION TO RULE 3.     Exhibitors to use their own labels (as for re-
tail) in classes 7 and 21. (Show labels are also to be attached in class 7). 
 

4)  Every article must be bona-fide the property of the exhibitor.  All honey 
and wax must be gathered from flowers in the natural way within the United 
Kingdom by bees the property of the exhibitor at the time of gathering. 
EXCEPTION TO RULE 4.      The wax and honey used in the decorative 
wax and cookery classes must have been produced within the United King-
dom but may have been purchased. (Classes, 14, 24, 25, 26 ). 
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5) Frames of comb honey suitable for extraction must be shown in “bee 
tight glazed cases” and capable of easy withdrawal. 1 label on top r/h cor-
ner of the glass & 1 label on the top bar of the frame 

 

6)  All extracted honey must be exhibited in 453g clear squat jars with  
lacquered screw tops. 
EXCEPTION TO RULE 6. Exhibitors may use any type of transparent jar 
and coloured tops in classes 7 & 21. 
 

7)    Mead must be shown in clear white 75 cl glass bottles of a round 
section with rounded not fluted shoulders, stoppered with white plastic 
flanged stoppers only (contents approx. 26fl.oz.) . 
 

8) Observation Hives must be set up to ensure that flying bees are 
excluded from the tent to the satisfaction of the judge. Any unsatisfactory 
exhibit will be removed. 
 

9)  EXHIBITS. No exhibit may be tasted or interfered with in any way by 
an exhibitor or any other person during the show without permission of the 
Show Secretary or Official Stewards. The Show Committee (and Stewards) 
will take normal care of exhibits during the show but will not be responsible 
in any circumstances for the loss or damage sustained by exhibitors. 
 

10)  Exhibitors may supply some of their honey and/or limited beeswax  
products for sale at the show. 
 

11)  The cups and trophies must be returned to the Show Secretary by 
the 1st August in the year following the show or the Show Secretary notified 
by this date so that the trophies will be returned in a clean state on the 
show day. 
 

12)  Points awarded will be calculated on the following basis:-  
1st....6pts.     2nd....5pts.      3rd....4pts    VHC or 4th...3 pts    HC.....2 pts     
C…1 pt.    
 

13)  In the event of the judge not awarding a First Prize to a sponsored 
class the Show Secretary may decide to award the sponsored first prize to 
another class. In the event of a tie, the cup or prize will be awarded jointly. 
 

14)   Exhibitors who enter eight or more exhibits will be entitled to free  
admission to the show ground. 
 

15)  Exhibitors may enter more than one exhibit in a class but no  
exhibitors, in any class, may take more than one prize. 
 

16) Classes marked with  * are the Massey Trophy Classes.  
 
17) In the event of any query the Show Secretary’s decision is final.  
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HINTS  AND  TIPS  FOR  SHOWING 

 
Is your entry according to the schedule? Read it again, includ-

ing all rules & regulations (these vary from show to show). 
 

Make sure you have entered the correct class.  If you are in 
doubt consult the Show Secretary. 

 

Ensure that clear honey is clear with no crystals or frothy scum 
and that set honey is set.  This applies to both naturally crystal-

lised and soft set or creamed honey.  The surface should be 
dry with no trace of scum or ring of bubbles. 

 

Overfill your jars to start with - this allows for skimming. 
Ensure your honey is spotlessly clean.  

 

 Honey must be free from all foreign matter. 
Prepare your entry well in advance.  Screw the lid on firmly, 
polish the outside of the jar and stick on the label.  The next 

person to  
remove the lid should be the Judge. 

 

When two or more matching jars are required in a class,  
make sure that they match exactly in all respects.. 

 

Don’t wash jars with detergent and then dry with a fluffy cloth. 
Don’t use an assortment of old jars and rusty lids. 

 

Don’t change lids on arrival at the show venue.  This only lets  
dust etc settle on the previously clean surface of the honey.   

It doesn’t matter if the lid with wet with honey. 
 
 

D & W BKA SPONSORED PRIZES 
 

.THORNES OF STOCKBRIDGE 
£5 Vouchers for Class 21 Shop Counter Display  

and  for Class 12 a 1 lb. Cake of Beeswax. 
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