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Bee on a hellebore in spring 



 

 

 
  

This written before the AGM on 1st March so it is difficult to say who will be doing what 
among the officers of the council. There are however a few people who should be        
acknowledged and thanked for all their efforts because I know they are retiring.  

Most importantly I want to thank Mervyn Bown who is retiring as President. He has been 
a great asset to us with his kindness, wisdom and good humour. He has attended shows; 
put on exhibitions of hives; taught microscopy and been generous with his time. 

Ian Homer is retiring as examinations Secretary; thank you Ian for ensuring we all get to 
the right place at the right time for basic and modular exams. 

Finally Richard Norman has  kept the accounts as treasurer. Richard has been many things 
for DBKA; he has been Chairman, Secretary, Honeycraft Editor and many other roles. 
Thank you for all your efforts. I know you will still be part of the council and we value 
your experience. 

Personally I would like to thank Liz Rescorla who after being arm twisted into being      

she has attended and kept notes on the South West Counties Joint Consultative           
Committee, she has ensured every one has written reports in good time for the AGM. All 
of which are time consuming and can be tedious. Besides this she has taught Module 1 at 
Stratton and taught parts of the basic exam syllabus in West Dorset. Liz attends and    
supports as many associations as she can quietly and without fuss. 

Lesley Gasson  
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Well, spring has sprung, the days are getting longer and our associations are waking up to 
the new beekeeping year. 
 

colour.  
 
There are only four association who have sent in articles  to entertain and inform you. 
Hopefully we shall have more in the June edition. 
 
There is a summary of the talk given by Norman Carreck and John Bradley to East Devon 
and West Dorset beekeepers on Queen breeding. The little table at the beginning is       
horrifying about the loss of queens. A number of people from other associations attended 
and the hall was full. Interesting speaker always attract good audiences. 
 
Liz Rescorla went to a study group in Devon in February and sent us pictures of a wasp and 
hornet trap as well as how it is used. Competant carpenters may be able to make one but it 
looks very complicated to me with all its sliding parts and mesh inserts. 
 
As usual we have a report from South West Counties and their discussions. Ben Jones has 

hope to hear about his results when they are published.  
 
I have written a short piece about cleaning wax. This is the time of the year to recycle your 
old wax for foundation at most of the big equipment suppliers. If you are not going to any 
of the shows/tradex/conventions ask a friend to take your  wax and trade it for you. 
 
Fred Pope died recently and Kevin has sent in his obituary. He had been a beekeeper for 
47years and introduced Kevin to the craft. He was a member of Blandford and Sturminster 
BKA for many years and always full of humour and kindness. 
 
Finally I have put in a small piece about the spray Liaison officer. It is a question that comes 
up in the Basic Exam and one that is hardly ever discussed. We get very few calls but this 

beekeepers and myself. 
 
As I have written often; please send in bee stories, events, pictures of things you have seen 

more interesting to have a variety of contributors 
 
Lesley Gasson 
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Somerset Specialists 
ABeeC 

For all your beekeeping requirements. 
 

Agents for 
 

EVERYTHING FOR THE NATIONAL HIVE 
FROM STOCK. 

 
Starter Kits - Complete hives - Floors -                  

Brood chambers - Frames - Foundation -              
Queen excluders - Supers - Crown boards - Roofs. 

deal or cedar. 
Bee-suits (One piece & separate) - Gloves - Smokers - 

Hive tools - Etc. 
Knives - Extractors - Honey buckets. 
Honey jars - Labels - Cut comb containers - Etc. 
Collect from our stock or ask about our delivery ser-
vice.Somerset Specialists ABeeC,The Rose Cottage, 
Dinnnington, Hinton St. George, Somerset, TA17 8SX. 
Tel.   01460 52959 
Fax.  01460 53129. 
E Mail  giles@abeec.co.uk 
Web site.  www.abeec.co.uk 
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We started the year with an enjoyable lunch at the Horns Inn, Dudsbury where 22       
members attended. 
It was a change of venue to previous years and good to catch up with members after the 
Christmas festivities. 
Nigel Semmence, the Regional Bee Inspector, gave a talk to a full house at the January 
meeting. It was a very interesting and entertaining evening with a lot of questions from 
members. 
Nigel expressed a wish to hold some Bee Health Days and/or County Seminars in Dorset  
something to think about? 
We are holding a Quiz evening on Friday 27th February, I expect it will already have taken 
place before Honeycraft is distributed. 
On 27th March Peter Langholz is demonstrating his candle making skills, he makes very 
good candles  I wonder if he will pass on all his secrets!  
Our programme has been set for this year and sent to members, we hope to book Kevin 
Pope for a Beekeeping Safari at one of the apiary meetings. 
The first Apiary meeting of the season is on Saturday 18th April at West Moors 2.30p.m. 
also on 16th May, 6th June, 27th June and 25th July. 
The Honey Show in September is in conjunction, we hope, with Sturts Farm Open Day/Fair, 

interest in the Honey Show from the visitors to the Open Day. 
We hope you can join us at some of the meetings. 
 
Jenny Wellman 
Secretary  

Bees  
Here are my bees 
Brazen, blurs on paper, 
Besotted; buzzwords, dancing 
Their flawless airy maps 
 
Been deep, my poet bees, 
in the parts of flowers, 
In daffodil, thistle, rose, even 
The golden lotus; so glide 
Gilded, glad, golden, thus- 
 
Wise  and know of us: 
How your scent pervades 
My shadowed, busy heart, 
And honey is art 
 
By Carol Ann Duffy in The Bees 
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South West Counties Joint Consultative Council (SWCJCC) 
Meeting 17 February 2015 

 
 
The SWCJCC comprises ten BBKA member associations who select delegates to attend its 
meetings.  Regional Bee Inspectors are invited, and there is a guest list which includes past 
BBKA presidents from the area.  The SWCJCC provides an opportunity for consultation on 
current beekeeping matters between the participating organisations in the South West.  
Meetings are currently chaired by Lyndsay Bryning, West Cornwall. 
 

This meeting commenced by remembering John Yates, well known for the series of 
beekeeping study notes which he wrote with his wife, and also John Newcombe of 
Somerset BKA. 

 
It was confirmed that at the previous meeting on 25 November 2014 David        
Welham, Avon BKA had offered to act as co-ordinator of a local list of lecturers       
in the South West; details can be obtained or names passed to him at                
davidwelham@live.co.uk. 

 
A request from Jersey BKA to join the SWCJCC was approved unanimously. 

 
In partnership with BDI, the SWCJCC has been sponsoring Ben Jones from the     
Animal and Plant Health Agency to do a PhD on honey bee nutrition.  Ben gave a 
presentation to the meeting on the relationship between dietary pollen and the 
health and behaviour of honeybees.  Results of tests indicate that when a young 

brood food production and an increase in foraging activity, and less pollen is       
consumed.  One reason for this could be that the change is indicative of a strategy 
which involves sick bees abandoning nest activity to reduce risks to the queen and 
brood.  It was agreed to ask Ben to provide a summary of his presentation;        
delegates agreed to ask their Associations to give consideration to co-funding      
another research project as this one comes to an end. 

 
It was noted that the marking structure for the Basic Assessment is to be changed; 
swarm control will be a separate section in which a pass will be required.  This will 
probably come into effect in 2016. 

 
In response to concern expressed by the BBKA Executive about the costs of the 
Exam Board, some fees have been raised. 

 
Following the ADM in January, the BBKA has given notification of a Special Delegate 
Meeting in June 2015 to consider moving the date of the ADM from January to June 
with effect from 2016.  This proposal was intended to give the Associations an     
opportunity to see the budget in June for the financial year commencing 1 October, 
and avoid altering the dates of the current financial year, which would have         
implications for all Associations.  However, the consensus of the SWCJCC was that 
there could be significant disadvantages to moving the ADM to June, and that the  
BBKA should be asked to provide alternative proposals for consideration. 
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 The International Meeting of Young Beekeepers (IMYB) is an annual event which 
has been held in the Czech Republic, Austria and Germany; in 2014 it was held in 
Poland, and this year it is to take place in Slovakia; Ian Homer is involved in the   
selection of the UK team.  The aim of the project is to develop young beekeepers, 
and it combines team competition with social and cultural experiences.  Each team 
consists of three young people aged between 12 and 16 years, and the minimum 
entry level is that of Junior or Basic certificate. 

 
 It is hoped that the 2016 event will be hosted in the UK, and SWCJCC delegates 

agreed to identify numbers of junior members in their Associations, and discuss the 
IMYB at the next meeting of the Council.  

 
 

Liz Rescorla 
18.02.2015   

The Spray Liaison Officer 
 

The BBKA called to find out if we have a spray liaison officer. Liz Rescorla  did not know 
whether there was one and who it was. I am the spray liaison officer and I suppose I ought 
to make more of an effort to let people know about it. 
 
The spray liaison officer is supposed to let beekeepers know if agricultural spraying is going 
on within 3 miles of an apiary so the beekeeper can either put a blanket over the bees until 
the spray has dried off and is no longer harmful or move their bees. The local  NFU is     
supposed to keep a record of the name, email address and phone number of the spray  
liaison officer. 
 
These are all the events that are supposed to happen but real life is not like that. 
I have been contacted about 4 times in the last 5 years and then about spraying that has 
nothing to do with pesticides or things harmful to bees and once in an area outside Dorset. 
 
I know that spraying goes on largely done by contractors on sunny, windless days. They do 
not get hold of anyone except the farmer they are working for and then move on to the 
next crop in the next area.  
 

true story because they are not reported. Ideally each association should have its own 
Spray Liaison Officer who knows the local farmers and can find out when they are likely to 
spray their crops with pesticides. This is what happens in Sherborne and works very well. 
Another explanation maybe that farmer are relying on neonicotinoids to keep down pests 

 
 
Lesley Gasson 
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www.beebasic.co.uk
All the protection you need, and more

Jackets from £36       Suits from £46

Call us for friendly advice, a free brochure, or visit our web site

5 Hillcrest Avenue, Pinner, Middlesex HA5 1AJ      Email: sales@beebasic.co.uk      � 020 8866 3864

Free Delivery on UK orders         Prices subject to VAT          9am–6pm except Sundays
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The Perfect Queen: How Do I Get One? 
By John Badley and Richard Simpson (East Devon) 

 
It all started last summer, 2014.  Winter 13/14 had been reasonably benign for colony losses despite 
being the wettest on record.  As at 1st April few local beekeepers had reported significant losses.  By 
May the weather had improved considerably and the year turned very swarmy.  Not in itself a major 

before problems began to emerge.  Many colonies swarming meant many colonies needing to raise 
new queens.  One then looks out for eggs followed by open and capped brood.  The beekeeper  
relaxes in the knowledge that the colony is queenright and back in business.  
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Normally. Not on this occasion.  Both in the branch apiary, averaging 12 colonies, and at individual 

have gone queenless while in others there was 100% drone brood.  In many cases the interval    
between queen emergence and eggs appearing seemed protracted.  That implies imperfect or non-
existent mating, or defective drones.  For some beekeepers the proportion of colonies experiencing 
queen problems was high, up to 100%, others reported no problem.  By moving eggs or queen cells, 
by amalgamation or adding swarms, most beekeepers managed to keep some colonies going and 
the good weather produced a fair honey crop for those blessed with strong colonies, but what was 
going on?  Evidently, or at least anecdotally, there was a problem. 
 
The first thing was to establish the scale and nature of the issue.  In Autumn 2014, East Devon and 
West Dorset Beekeepers ran a survey of colony losses across their combined areas.  42 beekeep-
ers responded, reporting on 166 colonies that had appeared to be healthy and queenright at the 
start of the active season.  The results showed that almost two thirds of the sample had replaced 
their queens during the summer.  This implies an average life of about eighteen months.  As some 
colonies with unmarked queens may have changed their queen unbeknown to their owner, and 
some colonies may have changed their queen twice in quick succession, real average queen life 
expectancy may have been even less.  This is considerably less than the two-three years quoted in 
the literature.   
 
Over one third of all colonies had failed despite this being what looked, to human eyes, like the best 
summer in many years.  94% of these failures were attributed to queen problems.   The position was 
similar with swarms.  47% of swarms taken failed due to queen problems.  This might have been 
virgins in casts failing to mate, or queens setting up the nest and then becoming drone layers, but 
the outcome was the same: half of all swarms failed to successfully establish a new colony. 
 
Survey summary 
Respondents 42, colonies 166, survey period 1/4/14-30/9/14 
Many beekeepers will remember there was a great deal of wringing of hands and press coverage in 
recent winters such as 12/13 when approximately one third of colonies were reported lost.1 Yet, here 
we were in 2014 experiencing even greater losses in the easy-going summer months.  What does it 
mean?  What can we do?  How does this affect our beekeeping?  We needed to think of some    
answers. 

% colonies recorded at beginning of season replacing queen                              63% 
% these starting colonies failing during season                                                    37% 
% failed colonies lost due to queen problem                                                         94%  
% failed colonies lost due to other cause (wasps, robbing etc)                               6% 
  
Description of queen failure                                                                              
% lost due to queen becoming drone layer                                                           40% 
% lost due to queen disappeared                                                                          60% 
  % ALL COLONIES STARTING SEASON LOST DUE TO QUEEN PROBLEM   35% 
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We cannot yet say whether 2014 was a single bad year as, apparently, it was to be a common 
wasp2, or whether this is the latest example of a problem with queen fertility that has been the sub-
ject of comment for some years.  Is it a queen problem, or a drone problem, or due to some third 

will generally be able to successfully re-queen themselves.   In terms of everyday practice, it is also 

contrary, they may be just beginning.  From now on, it is prudent to ensure that one is over-stocked 
with queens throughout the summer. 
 
From such a policy of prudence one then turns to the source of these new queens.  Should one buy 

one should buy in from areas (or countries) that do still produce good, well-mated stock.  This is the 
topic addressed by Norman Carreck at a joint meeting of East Devon and West Dorset Beekeepers 
on 8th January 2015.  Norman is a highly respected apicultural scientist and Director of IBRA.  81 
members were treated to a fascinating talk under the title  
 
The Perfect Queen 
Norman started by summarising a recently published scientific paper The influence of genetic ori-
gin and its interaction with environmental effects on the survival of Apis mellifera L. colonies 

3 and then added his personal experience and the research undertaken at Sussex Uni-
versity and elsewhere to give it a practical application.   The study was co-ordinated by the COLOSS 
(Prevention of honey bee COlony LOSSes) association (www.coloss.org/), an international, non-
profit association based in Bern.4 

 
The aim of the study, first reported by Glyn Davies on p138 of Beekeeping July 2014, was to investi-
gate the survival of honey bee colonies headed by queens originating from several areas of Europe, 
in various locations, and under differing environmental conditions.  Started in October 2009 and fin-
ishing in spring 2012, the survival and performance of 597 honey bee colonies, representing five 
subspecies and 16 different genotypes, were compared in 20 apiaries across Europe. 
 
The survival duration was strongly affected by environmental factors (apiary effects) and, to a lesser 
degree, by the genetics and origin of queens. Varroa was identified as a main cause of losses 
(38.4%), followed by queen problems (16.9%) and Nosema infection (7.3%). On average, colonies 
with queens of local origin survived longer compared to non-local origins. This result demonstrates 
that local bees are better adapted to local conditions (provided one can get them successfully mated 
- Ed). The message from this work is that bee groups should be supporting local queen rearing ini-
tiatives, which will in turn reduce colony losses and maintain bee diversity, in order to enable bees to 
continue to adapt to environmental changes. In other words, it is up to you, the beekeeper, to rear 
colonies or queens from successful stocks available locally.   
 

opinion that the minimum quantity for a useful queen improvement programme was 50 colonies, ap-
plied over several years.  This implies co-operative breeding.  Nevertheless, as Norman pointed out, 
even just culling your worst queens will still give you an overall improvement.  He also went on to 
explain the desirability of breeding hygienic bees. Hygienic bees would be likely to perform better at 
managing Varroa populations and, as this was a major cause of colony loss, an improvement in the 
hygienic trait would benefit the overall population.  Once established this trait could be propagated 
within a defined area.    
 

Apiculture and Social Insects (LASI).  After several years breeding from dark bees brought from the 
Peak District to Sussex the research team thought they were getting somewhere.  Their technique 
was to use liquid nitrogen to freeze defined patches of sealed brood and then monitor the efficiency 
with which the colony removed the dead brood.  A quick and thorough clean out meant the bees 
were naturally hygienic and could thus be used as breeder stock.   
 
Then they had a bad winter with significant losses.  In contrast, their apiarist, a semi commercial 
beekeeper with over 100 colonies in his own right, experienced about half the level of losses of the 
LASI stocks, in the same area and climatic conditions.  It appeared that the Peak District dark bees 
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But how did they compare for hygiene, the research team wondered?  Applying the same technique 
to the local bees as they had used for the research project, it transpired that the local bees were as 
hygienic as those selected and bred specifically for hygiene.   So what was the secret?   For twenty 
years, their apiarist/beekeeper had been rigorously selecting amongst his own stocks against chalk-
brood.    
 
The Future 
As this is a simple and easily adopted measure for producing locally adapted hygienic bees this 

raising and banking queens against future problems and spares will be allocated to our search for 
local drone congregation areas.  When we know where these are we can place selected drone pro-
ducing colonies in optimum position.   
 
Conclusion: much to action in the season ahead.  Much interest to see whether 2014 was a blip, or 
confirmation of the trend.  Much food for thought.  Are there any lessons for you? 
 

BeeBase, http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=203 
National Trust: https://ntpressoffice.wordpress.com/2014/12/27/a-review-of-2014-the-year-of-the-biting-fly/ 
http://www.ibrabee.org.uk/index.php/component/content/article?layout=edit&id=3487 
http://www.coloss.org/ 

How to clean Wax 
 

Wax is a very precious product . It is said that bees use as much energy to make a pound of 
wax as eight pounds of honey. In order to produce wax they have to consume large 
amounts of honey so it is a very costly product; in terms of bee effort and energy. 
You can swap wax  for foundation if you go to the beetradex or to the BBKA conference at 
Harper Adams University.  
 
Wax that is not cappings wax  but the result of melted down frames often has all sorts of 
impurities. You can recover quite a bit of this wax if you treat it properly. 
Solar wax extractors are the easiest , and most cost effective ways of recovering wax. Make 
sure their reflective surfaces are kept clean and that  the wax collection tray is also clean 
then sit back and wait for a warm day. 
 
You can also steam your frames with a wallpaper steamer attached to the roof of a hive. 
This can be used at any time but you need to make sure the whole contraption is tight fit-
ting or you lose all the steam and get no wax. 
 
You can melt wax in a roasting tray in an oven at 65-70C. This wax  needs to be filtered 
through a j cloth to remove impurities and then washed using distilled water, rain water or 
water from a dehumidifier. Do not use tap water as it re acts with the warm wax and ruins 
the quality of the wax. Once the wax is washed and filtered you may find that there is pol-
len underneath it when it has solidified. This has to be scraped off.  
 

 
 
Lesley Gasson 
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ApiShield Hornet Trap at the Winter Study Group February 2015 
 

As part of the discussion at the Winter Study Group meeting on 9 February on robbing of 
colonies by honey bees and wasps, the group had an opportunity to see the ApiShield   
hornet trap.  This was patented by Professor Ifantidis of Aristotle University, Greece and 
has been developed and marketed by Vita (Europe) Limited. 
 
Intended to help beekeepers trying to protect their bees from the Asian Hornet, the trap 
was found in trials to be effective against wasps, robber bees and wax moth. 
The trap replaces the traditional hive floor, and acts as a Varroa floor. 
 
It has an entrance in the front which directs the bees up through the floor into the hive 
cavity.  There are entrances down each side which, for the first three days of using, are 
blocked so that the bees learn to use the front entrance.  After three days the side bars are 
removed, the bees continue to use and guard the front entrance, and predators are         
attracted to the unprotected side openings.  Cone entrances lead into the trap drawer, and 
the intruders die there from dehydration; the drawer can be removed completely and the 
contents disposed of.  
 
The trap requires no bait, and apparently is effective at a ratio of one per 5 hives in an   
apiary. 
I have bought a couple and will be trying them this season.   Wasps and wax moths are of 
course always with us; the arrival of the Asian Hornet is widely regarded as inevitable, and 
a very serious threat. 
 
There is information about the Asian Hornet on the BeeBase website; please remember 
that harm to native hornets should be avoided. 
There is a YouTube video showing the ApiShield trap on the Vita (Europe) website. 

Liz  Rescorla 

 
The Asian hornet on the left  and the common wasp on the right. They are both about the 
same size but the wasp is  more yellow. Notify the SBI if you see an Asian hornet 
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www.thebeeshop.co.uk
 

 

Quality Beekeeper Clothing
 

At Affordable Prices
 

 

Full Suits, Smocks & Veils
 

White, Coloured & Camouflage
 

Sizes -
 
Infant to XXXL

 
 

Full beekeeper suit for under £50
 

and free postage from
 

Wells, Somerset
 

 

Email:
 

 
michael.duckett@virgin.net
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Blandford and Sturminster BKA 
 

Our new apiary is still not up and running which is rather a disappointment.  
We put in for planning permission for a portacabin to take our equipment and ambrosia 
etc. on the apiary site. There were no objections from neighbours or anyone else but the 
Planning Officer insisted that the temporary construction was not sufficiently rural looking 
and had to be changed to look like a barn. His other objection was that he did not think an 
apiary was agricultural. This has added time to the setting up of the apiary.  
We hope to have the ground cleared and the hives in place before our Open Day in April.   
If the weather holds we may even be able the put the portacabin in place and make it look 
like a barn in good time. 

We hope to have nine hives on the site ready for our two basic training courses for         
students. We have enrolled 15 first year and 15 second year students. The first year        
students will use three hives and learn to handle bees and learn the basics of bee keeping.  
The second year students who mostly already have bees, will run one hive between 2 or 3 
students so that they learn to deal with bees under supervision. Each small group  will be 
responsible for dealing with swarms, varroa, feeding and record keeping on their own with 
help from instructors. Hopefully almost all of them will be ready to take the Basic           
Beekeeping Exam by the middle of the summer. We hope for good weather on all the 12 
Saturdays of the course. 
In order to run two courses for new beekeepers we have to have at least 4 tutors on both 
courses which means every one has plenty of supervision but it also allows for  times when 
one or another of the tutors can't be there. It also means that most of the tutors have 
passed their basic exam themselves so they know what is expected of the students. The 
effect of this is that many of the tutors go  on to pass modular exams as well. We are very 
lucky to have Terry Payne as our Education Officer who is inspiring and enthusiastic  
One of the skills we hope to introduce the Second year group of students to is Queen    
raising. One of the difficulties with this is the timing. If you have carry out a particular     
manipulation such as moving larvae to  apideas  on a particular day then it has to happen 

graft larvae as this is a very difficult manoeuvre instead we tend to use the Jenter system 
which is much easier to deal with but still demands accurate timing. 
 

Forth Coming Events 
 
16th March Dr. Michael Keith-Lucas  from Reading University will be talking about pollen 
in the Shillingstone Church Centre at 7.30pm 
11th April Beekeeping Open Day which starts in the Shillingstone Church Centre for       
exhibition and Talks followed by lunch and a visit to the apiary. The day lasts from 10.00am 
to 4.00pm. Contact Terry Payne to book a place 01747 811251 
18th April Start of Beekeeping courses in Shillingstone Apiary 
23rd May 
2.30pm 
 
Lesley Gasson 
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DORCHESTER & WEYMOUTH BKA 
 

- ideal 

there.  Although mine are surrounded by stores nothing beats having a lump of candy put 
right on top of the huddle. 
Now to our programme for this year: 
 
Our first event is on Wednesday 25 February at The Colliton Club, Dorchester at 7.30 
p.m.  This is a talk by Jeremy Owen from Vita (Europe) Ltd. He will be giving us an update 
on Hopguard, which is a natural plant extract-based varroa control treatment and also on 
the development of the Asian Hornet Trap which is a new design of floor. 
Our Auction of Beekeeping equipment will be held on Saturday 12 th April at Nordale 
Farm, Broadmayne and is one of our main events as much for the social aspect as well as 

find out.. We have also invited some stockists who have confirmed they will be there. The 
-orders: 

david.raines@thebeedepot.com, and David Durrant who deals in Bee Feeds & came last 
year with stocks of Apiinvert & ApifondaEmail: dave.durrant@gmail.com.  For more infor-
mation please contact Chris Donaghy on 01305 852317. 
 
Sunday 17 May 2.30pm: Meeting at Dennis Clemens Apiary sites at Wool & Bovington. 
This is one of the busiest times of the year for us so there will be a lot going on in the hives. 
Dennis is an experienced beekeeper and always willing to help and advise. 

Saturday 6 June 2.30pm: Visit to Robert Fields Honey Processing Plant at Corfe Castle.   
He has kindly agreed to show us his new extraction unit. 
 
Sunday 28 June 2.00pm: 

also sheep, ducks, chickens, geese, birds of prey and pigs.  This is definitely an apiary with a 
difference. 
 
Sunday 12 July 2.00pm: Visit to Bee Happy Plants based at Lakehayes Nursery in Chard. 
Somerset.  This is an organic Nursery specialising in wild-species plants.  The owner runs 
Top Bar Hives which is the real reason for the visit. She has kindly agreed to host the visit 
so we can look at the hives and see how they work in practice. 
 
Sunday 26 July 2.00pm: 
is a member of East Dorset, has approximately 6-10 hives here which he uses to run the 
KM beekeeping courses.  The apiary site is in the beautiful KM grounds so that is an added 
attraction to the visit. 
 
We welcome anyone to any of our events but please check our website for up to date in-
formation. 
 
Sally Leslie 
Secretary 
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News from West Dorset - March 2015 
 

 our bees here have    
actually been out flying on a sunny days bringing in pollen, which is always a healthy 
sign.  A few of our colonies have taken some fondant but others are still quite heavy 
with stores.  
 
The 3 West Dorset colonies are alive and hopefully will be strong for the season ahead 

handling the bees in April and May.  They were given Oxalic treatment for Varroa on 
the 12th December 2014 during a cold snap. 
 
We had our annual lunch at the Bridport & West Dorset Golf Club on the 18th January, 
which was a great success again with 41 folks attending, good time was had by all, 
probably eating too much!! 
Our Beginners Course for 2015 started again in February with 24 enthusiastic students 

 they will have 7 weeks of theory and practical sessions at the Apiary.  We changed 
our venue this year to a larger hall which is working out well for us, as well as the    
students. 

We have been well entertained this year already by Norman Carreck and Lesley       
Gasson in January and Richard Ball in February.  Several beekeepers came from far and 

with chalk brood  breed from your best colonies or introduce locally bred good 

reminiscing on when he started beekeeping over 30years ago and how things have 

but of varroa treatments and importance of nosema testing too.  He gave us a fun   
website to look at  and play!! http://beehave-model.net/ 
I am sure we are all looking forward to going through our colonies on a sunny day soon 

  

Carole Brown 
01308 456210 
Secretary WDBKA  
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All very welcome to come along to  

 

19th March 4th April 2nd May 12th May 

Thursday  7.30 Saturday 12.00 Saturday 10.30 Tuesday 7.30 

St. Johns Ambulance  
Hall  

Rax Lane 
DT6 3JJ 

Note new Time 
Park Farm  

Netherbury 
DT6 5LY 

 

Note new Time 
Park Farm  

Netherbury 
DT6 5LY 

Christian Fellowship 
Hall 

Kings Square 
DT6 3QD 

Andy Willis Apiary Meeting Apiary Meeting Mike and Liz Duffin 

Talk  
Purification and 

maximising wax crop 

All  Beekeepers All Beekeepers Talk on Preparing 
show honey and wax 

 
AAuuccttiioonn SSaallee 

 
 

AAnnnnuuaall AAuuccttiioonn ssaallee ooff bbeeeekkeeeeppiinngg  
eeqquuiippmmeenntt 

 
AAtt NNoorrddaallee FFaarrmm ttoo bbee hheelldd oonn 1122tthh AApprriill aatt 

22..0000ppmm 
 

To enter items for sale contact Chris Donaghy 
01305 852317 

 
Bee equipment stockists will also be present 

any of our talks & apiary meetings  
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Obituary FRED POPE         08 03 1927-----19 12 2014 
 

Fred started his beekeeping days in 1967 in Wiltshire under the tutelage of local beekeeper 
Steve Newsam. 
 
In 1976 Fred moved to Dorset to run a hotel so although his own bees had to take a back 
seat, he maintained his interest by helping his son, Kevin, in his apiary. 
 
When he retired in 1987, Fred immediately rebuilt his hobby and quickly ran 15 hives from 
his garden in Milton Abbas. His friendship with fellow beekeepers ensured that Blandford  
& Sturminster Newton BKA kept alive with demonstrations at local fairs to broaden public 
awareness and tuition and support to help new beekeepers get the most out of their craft. 
 

wildlife and nature right until the end of his life---
hives and extracting honey!!! 

Kevin Pope 
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Dorset Dates 

 Date Branch Event Contact Venue 

9 March Sherborne Pheromones talk 7.30 R. Baker Mitre Inn Sandford  Orcas 

16 March Bland &Stur Pollen & Forensics by 
M. Keith Lucas 7.30 

L. Gasson Shillingstone Church Centre 

19  March  West Dorset Maximise your wax 
Crop Andy Willis 7.30 

C. Brown St. Johns Ambulance Hall 
Bridport 

27 March East Dorset Candle Making Peter 
Langholz  7.30pm 

J. Wellman Broadstone Communitym-
Hall  

4th April West Dorset 1st Apiary Meeting  C. Brown Netherbury DT6 5LY 

11th April Bland &Stur Open Day 10-4.00 pm T. Payne Shillingstone Church Centre 

12th April Dorch & Wey Auction Sale 2.00pm C. Donaghy Nordale Farm Broadmayne 

18thApril East Dorset Apiary Meeting 2.30 J. Wellman West Moors 

18th April Bland & Stur Start of beekeeping 
course 2.00pm 

T. Payne Shillingstone Church Centre 

25th April Shaft & Gill Apiary Visit  2.30 M. Davidson  

27th April Sherborne Removing bees from 
my chimney talk 7.30 

R. Baker Mitre Inn Sandford Ordas 

2nd May West Dorset Apiary Meeting C. Brown Netherbury  

12th May West Dorset Mike and Liz Duffin  
on Showing Honey 
7.30 

C. Brown Bridport Christn Fellowship 
Hall  

16th May East Dorset Apiary Meeting J. Wellman West Moors 

17th May Dorch & Wey Apiary Visit 2.30pm S. Leslie Denis Clemens Wool  

23rd May Bland & Stur Apiary visit 2.30pm L. Gasson  

6th June East Dorset Apiary visit J. Wellman West Moors apiary 

6th June Dorch & Wey Honey Processing  S. Leslie Robert Field Corfe Castle 

DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE EDITION OF HONEYCRAFT FRI-
DAY 22nd MAY 
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OFFICERS & SECRETARIES 
 

President     Mr M R Bown 
 
 

Chairman  Mrs. L. Gasson The White House Candys Lane Shillingstone  
  DT11 0SF   01258 861690 lmgasson@btinternet.com 
 
Secretary  Mrs. E. Rescorla 5 Cowleaze Martinstown Dorchester DT2 9TD 
  01305 889916  winkyozz@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Treasurer  Mr. R. Norman 19 Broughton Crescent Weymouth DT49AS 
  01305 786585 ichard@wykeregis19.plus.com  r
 
Blandford & Mr. Simon Baird Chapel House, The Hollow, Child Okeford 
Sturminster  DT11 8EX 01258 860477 snbjock@yahoo.com  
 
Dorchester & Mrs. Sally Leslie 86 Chiswell, Portland, Dorset DT5 1AP 
Weymouth 01305 823043 sally@salles01.plus.com  
 
East Dorset Mrs J Wellman  32 Compton Crescent, West Moors,  
  BH22 0BZ  01202 873292    jenny.wellman@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Shaftesbury & Martin Davidson, Sunnylands Farm, Front St. East Stour 
Gillingham 01747 838978  martindsgbka@btinternet.com 
 
Sherborne Mr Richard Baker, Fairmead, Manston Road, Sherborne DT94JB   
  01935 812741 sherbornebee@hotmail.co.uk  
  
West Dorset Mrs C A Brown 11 North Hill Way Bridport.  DT6 4JX   
  Tel 01308-456210  secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk   
 
Examination  Mr. I Homer   5, Malters Cottage, Litton Cheney, Dorchester 
Secretary  DT2 9AE   01308 482483   beekeepers@hotmail.com 
   
Education Mrs. L Gasson The White House Candys Lane Shillingstone 
Officer 
  
Honeycraft  Shilllingstone. 
editor  DT11 0SF  01258 861690  lmgasson@btinternet.com 
 
Seasonal Bee Inspector   Mr K Pope  kevin.pope@fera.gsi.gov.uk 07775 119466 
 
Regional  Bee Inspector  nigel.semmence@fera.gsi.gov.uk   01264 338694  
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Mr. Robert Camping, Yew Tree Cottage, Rowe Hill, Holt 

BH21 7EB  01202 849338 yewcot@gmail.com

Mr. Terry Payne, Brookmans Farm Bungalow, Dunns Lane,

Iwerne Minster DT11 8NG  01747 811251  twpayne@btinternet.com


