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remain Chairperson for three years. I hope we find a new chairperson who is interested in Honey-
craft and education and who will enjoy being part of Dorset beekeepers as much as I have at the 
AGM on 13th March. 

Each association that makes up the DBKA is different and reflects the membership and officers   
interests in that association . It is important to find time to get to know each association and those 
who run it if the whole is to work happily together. 

We are not having a convention this year, instead we have invited the new Regional Bee Inspector, 
Julian Parker, to run a Health and Husbandry Day. This will be held in Stratton Village Hall on 17th 
July. You will see the programme on Page 17. We have a little money in our bank account and have 
decided to spend it on our members so the cost of the day to DBKA registered members  is zero. 

Because we are offering the event free we are asking people to bring a packed lunch. We shall not 
be providing a cooked meal but we shall offer coffee, tea and biscuits in the morning and tea,     
coffee and cake in the afternoon. Hopefully  we will get better support than last year when about 
67 people attended the convention. DBKA will pay for the cost of the hall and the catering . 

We have booked Stratton Village Hall because it is a pleasant venue that should be able to          
accommodate at least 100 people and it is nearest the largest two associations. Members of East 
Dorset will have the greatest distance to travel. Please support this event if you can; everyone 
should learn something. 

This has been a difficult winter for our bees the mild warm weather in December and January lulled 
them into brood production then the cold in February  and rain has meant that they may well be 
short of food. Heft your hives and see how heavy they feel and if necessary feed them.  While the 
weather is cold, fondant is a better feed than syrup. Once the weather warms up you may need to 
give them syrup. Check varroa levels too as brood production can also mean varroa  can continue 
to breed in the brood cells. Finally make sure you have enough equipment ready for spring. Do not 
find that your bees are swarming and you have nowhere to hive them. Beetradex is a good         
opportunity to try out new equipment and replenish your frames, wax etc. 

Best wishes for a happy beekeeping season 

Lesley Gasson 
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This is the new beekeeping year and the queen marking colour is white hence the colour of our 
magazine cover. 
There are the articles from four of our six associations and everyone is getting ready for the new 
beekeeping season and the prospect of new beekeepers. Some associations have their own        
apiaries and some have to make do with a members apiary to start training the new members.  
It would be interesting to know how many people start  courses; how many finish courses, how 
many  continue their interest in beekeeping and how many give up after two seasons. There always 
seems to be some wastage along the way. Is it because new comers do not understand the time 
demands of beekeeping, are put off by aggressive bees, do not get the support they need or are 
not well instructed in the first place? Let me know your ideas. 
This issue has a variety of articles. Ian Condon tell us what it was like to be a new beekeeper and  
his excitement and interest in the subject.  
Liz Rescorla and Terry Payne give reports on the ADM and the meetings of the South West Counties 
Joint Consultative Committee (SWCJCC). It takes time and patience to sit through the meetings and 
then write about them . Liz and Terry are heroic in putting up with what must be very repetitive 
events and then condensing them into a couple of pages for us. 
Chris Slade has always been interested in DARG Devon Apicultural Research Group . It has been 
going for about 40 years and is an amateur research group  of people interested in doable projects. 
Val Francis the BBKA examinations secretary usually sends an annual account of what examiners 
think about current exams and how candidates have responded to them. You may be interested to 
know that 44% of members of Twickenham and Thames Valley members have taken their basic 
exam. We need to aspire to this. The Advanced Husbandry Exam is the hardest one to pass with 
only 17 candidates out of  40 passing the exam. 
Dave Mcalley a prison officer at Altcourse Prison near Liverpool wrote me an article about keeping 
bees in prison. I am hoping to encourage the staff in Guys Marsh prison to take up beekeeping as I 
am sure it can do nothing but good for the inmates. He also sent me some letters the prisoners had 
written about their experiences which were very heart warming. I do not have space here to      
include them in the article. 

should be a very inspiring day for us all. 
Lesley Gasson  
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News from West Dorset - March 2016 

Spring is on its way with the snowdrops and daffodils making a good show in the gardens now.  The 
bees were flying too in the little sunshine we have had of late - I do not think I will be alone to see 
the back of this dreadful wet and windy winter.  Hopefully none of your bees have suffered from 
the elements - 
during those high winds exposing the poor bees to the elements (A deep roof would have faired 
better I think with a weight on the top) - but thankfully there were only a few drowned ones, the 
bulk of them were clustered deep in the 14x12 brood box - so we hoping the queen has survived. 
We have given several hives fondant to tide them over until they can provide for themselves. As it 
has been a mild winter I expect the queens have been laying most of the time, therefore must keep 
a watchful eye on their stores. 

All the bees at our apiary have been treated for varroa some with the new Api-bioxall and others 
with Apiguard - keeping fingers crossed for a low count. 

Our Beginners Course started in February with 25 students and a waiting list which is very encour-
aging that the craft is still very popular - may it continue.  We have purchased several poly nucleus 
boxes to hopefully fill, when we artificially swarm a few good hives so that the Beginners will be 
able to look after them until putting them into a hive - to give them confidence to handle bees and 
watch them increase gradually. 

be a very good evening - so everyone is invited to come along. 

The County Honey Show is with us this year at Melplash on the 25th August - so we are looking  
forward to lots of entries plus seeing some new faces from different Associations. 

Have a good season 

Carole Brown 

WDBKA Sec       Tel 01308 456210                                                                                          
www.westdorsetbees.org.uk  

 

Date Time Event Speaker Place 

22 March 1930 Keeping healthy bees K. Pope Chris. Fellowsh Hall DT6 3QD 

2 April 1130 Apiary Meeting  Netherbury DT6 5LJ 

7 May 10.30 Apiary Meeting  Netherbury DT6 5LJ 

4 June 10.30 Apiary Meeting  Netherbury DT6 5LJ 
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EAST DORSET BKA 
 
These are exciting times at EDBKA and already our priorities, in the first of a three-year-plan, are 
being met.  There are many more new ventures to come in this lively journey for our members and 
we are delighted to see our new membership growing already this year as a result. 
 
Our Apiary is undertaking a transformation! Our existing hives have been renovated, new hardware 
ordered ready for a Spring Shook Swarm with the guidance of David Aldersey from BADS BKA and 
our two Apiary Huts painted and cleaned. Under the innovative and inspiring leadership of our   
Apiary Manager, Jim Gardner, the Apiary site contains a six-
nesting boxes and an area laid ready for the sowing of wild flower seeds in the Spring. We are also 
introducing a Top Bar Hive as an addition to our stock. 
 
At EDBKA we are passionate about inspiring people of all ages in their beekeeping. And this means 
providing as many educational-based projects as possible from which we can all learn together  

Basic Bee Assessment and provide free training and advice for them to ensure their success. We 

-vamping our Spring and Summer 
Apiary meetings to meet the needs of all our members with a variety ofpractical topics. We will 
also be holding a hive and frame building day with our new friends at Poole Grammar School at the 
end of the month 

The Association is in talks with the owners of our Apiary site about potential partnership working 
opportunities where both parties will look to apply for EU funding to support this development. 
We have introduced a new colour monthly newsletter that is distributed to all members and       
informs them of events to come as well supplying news from the county and practical beekeeping 
tips. 

Broadstone Arts & Community Centre. 
As always, we are very proud of our exhilarant Facebook site that contains images and videos of 
our bees as well as the new habitat which we creating for them. 
Ivor Kemp 
Chairman 
 
Review: Telling the Bees by Peggy Hesketh 
isbn 987-1-85168-987-3 One World publn. 
 
Found on the shelves of Dorset library (their ref 4900 069 910 T) this is a gentle murder mystery, the cause of 
which starts many years before the present and finishes in the future from the beginning of the book. The 
discovery of the crime and the source are philosophically presented in relation to the activities of bees and 
their behaviour.  The presenting character is devoted to bees, to the exclusion of all pretty much all else, ex-
cept perhaps the study of philosophy. Some of the bee practices mentioned are no longer used, and others 
are we use are not instituted.   
It is a compelling story, sympathetically presented and well written (I noted only one annoying grammatical 
error).  It could be an interesting way to  teach a bit about bee keeping to those members of the family who 
are bored with it all!  However,  it is not a 'guns, blood and guts' book except when talking of bee stings and 
mating. 
Cuffy Lavington 
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IRISH-STYLE BEEKEEPING COMES TO DORSET 
 

 I wonder how many of our local Beekeepers spotted and read last Summer's article in BBKA News 
describing the CDB hive? I read it with considerable interest, as an Irish friend of mine had just 
emailed me to ask if I knew anything about these old-fashioned hives. Apparently she had been 
given a couple by a retiring beekeeper and needed to know how to configure them with modern 
frames etc.  I thought at first she was referring to the WBC hive, common in these parts when my 
grandmother kept bees, but now mostly superseded by the National. But no, apparently this was 
something developed in response to the Irish Potato Famine in 19th Century Ireland, to help    
starving West Coast Cottagers eke a living. (The CDB referring to Congested District Board.) The 
idea being to produce comb honey for export to the UK, and thereby earn some sort of basic     
subsistence. 
Whilst attending FIBKA's Annual Beekeeping convention at Gormanston a few weeks later, I lent 
the BBKA article to my friend, who was very interested, but unfortunately left the magazine on her 
chair whilst she went to coffee, only to find it missing on her return! So my memory of the details 
included is sketchy.... 
 
However,  I did discover that the basement beekeeping supplies 'shops' at Gormanston, were     
displaying an updated version of the CDB hive, adapted to take modern frames and with the option 
of a mesh varroa floor. With the strong pound, against the euro, the price was too good to miss, so 
I decided to order one. 
It duly arrived and so impressed was I with the build quality,  I ordered a further two. 
These hives are now set up in my garden in Piddletrenthide: one has been occupied since last     
August, the other two will be inhabited after Spring-cleaning time.  
 
My apiary is sited on a steep South-West facing slope, which takes the brunt of windy weather,     
so the CDB, designed for the challenging conditions of West Coast Eire and Atlantic storms, should 
provide suitably sheltered accommodation for my bees. 
If there are any interested Beekeepers who would like to see these hives, my garden will be 'open' 
for the NGS this Spring on Monday March 28th, Sunday April 17th, Weds April 20th and Sun/Mon 
1st/2nd May. All at 2-5p.m. With home-made teas and a bumper plant stall. (NGS entry charges 
apply). Obviously with many members of the public around, it won't be possible to open up the 
hives. 
As a result if these new introductions I have some hives for sale. Please see my ad if you're          
interested..... 
                                                                       NATIONAL HIVES FOR SALE  
I have three National Red Cedar hives for Sale available late March. Each comprises varroa mesh 
floor, brood box, super (half brood box), crown board and gabled roof. All to be sold in good, clean, 

each 
There will also be two full size poly hives, purchased from Paynes, with varroa floor, brood, half 
brood, two supers,  plastic crown board and flat roof. These are good hives to use in wet/cold con-
ditions as they have good insulation, also very useful if you need to move your bees since they are 
lighter than timber. They are compatible with standard National equipment, including Queen ex-

 
 MAISEMORE Stainless steel electric Steam Wax Extractor/Frame Cleaner,  good for cleaning up 
wax prior to processing into candles etc, also for sterilising frames.   

 
Several ekes for poly nucs for sale, enabling the basic nuc box to be turned into a deep brood box. 

 
 Bridget Bowen 01300 348255 
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Beekeeping - a beginners view - Part 1

I’m not a beekeeper - yet. Last summer saw me learning the basics with the Blandford and Sturminster

Beekeeping Association and I’m hoping to get some bees this year. But there’s lots to do first.

In a moment of slight madness I decided that I would make my own hives from scratch and with my

low level of woodworking skills and knowledge it’s been quite a challenge. However it was a good

excuse to ‘invest’ in some new toys, I mean tools, and learn some new skills. Beehives are traditionally

made from western red cedar, a tough but lightweight wood that can, in theory, last up to 30 years

outside in all weathers.

The first challenge was to source some of this ‘super’ wood. It took me a while to track some down in

Honiton. First shock. I’d mistakenly thought I could save some money by making the hives myself. How

wrong I was! Still, it is lovely wood.

The next challenge was choosing the style of beehive. You wouldn’t believe how many different designs

there are to choose from! The internet provided me with some basic instructions and to get my head

around how it all went together I drew up some scale drawings on the computer. That was months ago.

It’s April now and I’m still cutting and sawing. It’s slow going. The cold weather doesn’t help either as

I’ve only limited heating in my workshop and my brain doesn’t work when it’s cold. Why am I doing

this? I like honey but there’s only so much one can eat, and I’m not doing it for the money.

I’m just fascinated by bees. Their life cycle from egg to adult worker, their ability to search out food

sources up to three or more miles from the hive, and to find their way back again, and then to

communicate what they have found and where it is to others workers by a complex ‘wiggle dance’,

these are all endlessly fascinating. They live not as individuals but as a colony of up to 50,000 bees,

mostly female, but with only one fertile egg laying queen. There’s so much to take on board and

understand. And then there’s beekeeping itself. Can I learn to manipulate the colony to get the best out

of it. How much do I need to intervene to keep them happy and healthy? So much to learn.

My beginners’ training course last summer gave me a huge insight into the whole subject. Each week I

learnt a little more and the more I learnt I realised how much I didn’t know! Inspecting the hives

looking for the queen, eggs and larvae is a great pleasure. Week by week my confidence grew and I’m

sure once I get my own bees it will all begin to make real sense.

Ask any two beekeepers for their opinion on any bee subject

and you’ll get at least three answers!

Ian Condon
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.BBKA Annual Delegate Meeting 9 January 2016 

 
Associations were represented by 59 delegates at the ADM. 
 
The outgoing BBKA President Dr David Aston reported on the Executive actions taken on the     
resolutions of the 2015 ADM, which included: 
 
2015/04 BBKA proposition re holding open meetings to discuss the neonicotinoids issue:  a new 
initiative has been developed called Bee Connected, which is a web-based system for spray liaison.  
Key partners are the Voluntary Initiative, the Crop Protection Association, the NFU and the BBKA.  
Sprayers (contractors) will input information about intended operations including location (GPS), 
the name of the crop and the name of the product, and the database will send information to     
interested beekeepers on the system who will have specified their location (GPS) and selected an 
alert radius.  It will be a secure system, but could be developed to allow more communication    
between farmers and beekeepers, for example in respect of pollination contracts.  Next steps:  
testing, and registration from June 2016 onwards.  
 
2015/07  Wiltshire proposition re EU moratorium support:  concerns have been expressed about 
the interaction of a range of pesticides and their impact on other insects and pollinators.  A paper 
detailing the issues is to be put on the BBKA website.  
 
2015/16  West Sussex proposition re ban on imports of honey bees and bee products:  nothing has 
changed, other than in respect of funds available from the EU apicultural programme members will 
be asked to update their records to show accurate colony numbers.  In the past the UK has been 
primarily concerned with disease and bee health; there may be more emphasis in the future in  
securing money in respect of queen raising.  However, the BBKA is mindful of the fact that some 
beekeepers make their living from importing and selling queens. 
 
Annual and financial reports were received. 
 
Elections were held as follows: 
BBKA President (for 2 years): John Hendrie 
Propositions (the details of which can be found on the BBKA website:  Members-Events-ADM) 
 
01 (BBKA Executive) to increase the 2016  
member and pro rata for other categories  defeated 
02  Exam Board funding  defeated 
03/04/05/06  Standing Orders  referred to Governance Committee 
07  Standing Orders  defeated 
08  Publishing ADM votes cast using electronic voting by Association  defeated 
09  Financial scrutiny  accepted 
10  General Husbandry alternative  referred to Exam Board 
11  Repeal 2014 proposition re VAT reduction for beekeeping equipment  proposition fell 
12  Recording of BBKA EC meetings and availability of minutes  not seconded in time 
13  (BBKA Executive) BBKA hosting of IMYB in 2017  accepted as amended 
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Presentations 
 
The Surrey Shield was awarded to Derbyshire as the Association with the highest percentage of 
members taking the Basic Assessment, and the George Knight award went to Yorkshire for  
achievements in respect of the higher BBKA examinations and assessments. 
Liz Rescorla 
 

South West Counties Joint Consultative Council 
 A Summary of Two Meetings held o 24th November 2015 and 16th February 2016 

    
24th November The first meeting began with the report of the sad death of a prominent member, Ian 

 
 
BBKA ADM 9th Jan 2016 
The nominations for President and for Trustees were discussed together with nominations for the 
exam board. 
The discussion provided a good understanding of the nominees for the benefit of the Delegates   
present but, as always, the Delegates were given no mandate and were left to consider the          
arguments presented at the meeting when they would decide then on how they choose to vote. 
The number of nominations for these positions was thought to be fewer than ideal and that          
Associations need to be encouraged to put forward more nominations to improve the choice for 
delegates at the ADM. 
This was further discussed at the second meeting when it was agreed that, whilst particular skill sets 
from Trustees are important, they should also be beekeepers in order to protect and support the 

 
 
International meeting of Young Beekeepers 
Ian Homer presented a video of the IMYB event of 2015 and gave an explanation of its background. 
He informed the meeting that England has agreed to host the meeting for 2017 and described some 
of the proposals for its financing. 
One of the proposals was to raise the sum of £1.00 per member of the BBKA and discussions     
ensued on how best this might be pursued, including the suggestion that this might be funded by 
Branches or County Associations. A proposition to the ADM to this effect is to be advanced. 
 
Propositions 
The 14 propositions to the ADM were discussed with clarification from those Associations present 
which had been involved in formulating some of the proposals in question. 
 
16th February 
The second meeting recorded and reviewed the outcome of these propositions  
Devon Apicultural Research Group (DARG) Research into Drone Laying Queens 
Glyn Davis spoke about the importance of supporting the research work of DARG and gave a    
presentation on current research into the problem of Drone laying Queens and the possibility that 

from infected drones. 
Research continues and donations of healthy queens for comparison purposes are needed. 

www.dargbees.org.uk will offer more information. 
 
ADM 2016 Elections Outcome 
 
Trustees;-  
Stephen Adkins (but has since resigned) 
Simon Cavill James Laughton Margaret Wilson 
 
Examination Board 
Marin Anastasov David Blower  Gordon Cutting  Celia Perry   
Bob Smith  Alastair Welch  (Chairman Pam Hunter) 
 
The next meeting is planned for 22nd November 
Terry Payne 
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www.thebeeshop.co.uk 

 
Quality Beekeeper Clothing 

At Affordable Prices 
 

Full Suits, Smocks & Veils 
White, Coloured & Camouflage 

Sizes - Infant to XXXL 
 

Full beekeeper suit for under £50 
and free postage from 

Wells, Somerset 
 

Email: 
 michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 



 

13 

. 

 

 
  
  

  
  
  
  

Somerset Specialists 
ABeeC 

For all your beekeeping requirements. 
 

Agents for 

 
EVERYTHING FOR THE NATIONAL HIVE 

FROM STOCK. 
 Starter Kits - Complete hives - Floors -                  

Brood chambers - Frames - Foundation -              
Queen excluders - Supers - Crown boards - Roofs. 

deal or cedar. 
Bee-suits (One piece & separate) - Gloves - 
Smokers - Hive tools - Etc. 
Knives - Extractors - Honey buckets. 
Honey jars - Labels - Cut comb containers - Etc. 
Collect from our stock or ask about our delivery 
service.

Somerset Specialists ABeeC, The Rose Cottage, 
Dinnnington, Hinton St. George, Somerset, TA17 8SX. 
Tel:   01460 52959 
Fax:  01460 53129 
Email:  giles@abeec.co.uk 
Website:   www.abeec.co.uk 
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Bees cast in bronze through the  lost wax method 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bees cast in bronze through the  lost wax method 
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DORCHESTER & WEYMOUTH 
  dorchesterandweymouthbeekeepers.com 

 
 

-
So far we have had about 10 people attend. It has been a good opportunity to chat to other       
beekeepers who you might not normally meet and, even though there is not much going on in the 
hive at this time of year, we still find plenty to discuss so we will certainly keep going with this,   
alternating the venue between Weymouth and Dorchester.  At the moment we are meeting on the 
second Wednesday of the month so provisionally the next date will be 9th March.  Confirmation of 
the date and venue will be put on our website and anyone is welcome.   
 
Our next event is the Auction on Saturday 16th April at Nordale Farm, Broadmayne:   
We want to try and encourage more sellers this year so we are considering whether to reduce the 
commission to 5%. More details will be put on our website nearer the time.  If anyone has any 
equipment they want to sell please contact Chris Donaghy on 01305 852317 or             
email c2donaghy@btinternet.com 
The Auction seems to be as much a social event as anything and a chance to meet beekeepers 
from other Associations. The Bee Depot will also be there and are happy to take prior orders. 
  
On Tuesday 16th February we had our first session of the Basic Beginners Course that Lesley Gasson 
is running for us.  It has started well with thirteen keen and enthusiastic people attending.          

-  
 

 
As an Association we are trying to bring bees & beekeeping to the attention of young people.  It is 

beekeeping now.  We have got a link to a Scout Group and there is a possibility of doing some  
presentations to schools. This is going to be an ongoing project for us so there will further updates 

a tree planting project for the benefit of bees but we are still looking for a suitable site.  We have a 
few more organisations to contact so may have further information to report on this by the next 
Honeycraft.     
 

Our Website has been updated and we have a new address 
(dorchesterandweymouthbeekeepers.com) 

 
Visit our new improved website and see what you think.   
 
Sally Leslie  
Secretary 
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Exam Round up 
 

Each year we receive comments from the Examinations Board about how well people have done in 
their exams and some of the areas that they have found difficult.  There is also an outline of which 
associations have done well in exams 
 
The Basic exam  Here are some of the comments  
Swarm Control, disease, drone laying queens and laying workers were problem areas. 
Too many candidates are still taking the assessment with insufficient experience. 
A nucleus acquired in June does not prepare the candidate for assessment the following June. 
Candidates do not receive feed back from the exam unless they fail, the assessors report is         
necessary to identify weaknesses. 
Credit rating has been well received as a rough form of feedback. A credit should signify a          
candidate who is well prepared and proficient at handling bees and ready to consider the modules 
or General Husbandry. A pass indicates lack of preparedness and more learning or practice are 
needed before moving on. 
 
The following are the pass rates for different exams in March 2015 
 

 
As you can see module 3 does the worst with only a 57% pass rate 
this is probably because very few people have experience of all pests 
and diseases of honeybees and they are not good at remembering 
their Latin names and causes. 
Module 6 which is about honeybee behaviour is a successful module 
which is probably because we are all aware of the variety of bee  
behaviours. Only 21  people entered Module 7 whereas 47 entered 
module 6. 
 
 
 
Practical assessments results in 2016 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you can see the numbers assessed vary greatly  as do the number passing. 
Dates for exams in 2016 All modules 12 November  2016 
Advanced Husbandry 11/12 June reserve 25/26 June and 28/29 May 
Basic  Exam applicants should apply to Terry Payne as early as possible which allows him to       
arrange who examines whom and where  the exam takes place. If you want to do a mock exam 
first you should also talk to Terry Payne or Lesley Gasson. 
 
Lesley Gasson 
 

Module  % Pass 

1 79 

2 79 

3 57 

5 67 

6 91 

7 95 

8 76 

Basic Assessment  98% Pass Assessed 701 

General Husbandry  66% 62 

Advanced Husbandry 43% 40 

Microscopy 86% 22 

Junior Certificate 100% 3 
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Beekeeping in prison 
WHY? 
As part of HMP Altcourse commitment to the environment the beekeeping project was set up to 
promote and further the craft of beekeeping and to advance the education of prisoners in the    
importance of bees in the environment. 
As with our Bird of Prey programme we aim to work with offenders who are finding it difficult, for 
whatever reason, to cope with being in custody. We have 4 hives, and will be expanding our colony 
to 6 this year. When the colonies are at full production we aim to offer the honey produced for sale 
to staff, offenders and their families to help fund the project. 
 We are affiliated with a local member of the British Beekeepers Association and work closely with 
one of their local apiarists who assist in the training of offenders. 13 offenders have recently     
completed a Lantra Award level 1 in Beekeeping. 
The project, or therapy, is aimed at offenders who have a range of different needs. Some have    
personality disorders which manifests itself by becoming impatient or angry. We find that working 
with bees has a calming effect and helps them remain in control of their feelings. 
Some are elderly and are unable to engage in more physical activities. And some are offenders who 
have an interest in bees and the environment. These offenders become experienced apiarists and 
help train/mentor other offenders. Some are self-harmers and we find that it reduces self-harm. 
How? 
One of the first things to consider is do you have the right area for your apiary? You need to speak 

training courses for all levels. 

Once you have a location. You need to speak to security regarding the tools and equipment needed 
for the project. H&S also need to be involved as risk assessments need to be completed. 
A member of prison staff needs to be involved as they will have to arrange the offenders for the 
programme and supervise the hive inspection and training.  I did this in my own time at first but as 
the project developed it was amalgamated into my role. I would suggest that one day a week is 
sufficient once the project is running. The local apiarist also needs to come in at least once a week. 
 
Concerns  
We have had the bees for a couple of years now and every year is the same concern: what happens 
if we have a swarm? What do we do? How do we manage it? What if I get stung? Your experienced 
beekeeper will incorporate this into the risk assessment. We have had a couple over the past two 

 
Effective tool management is critical. But if you have processes in place again you will not have any 
problems. We have not had one single incident in this area. 
 
Benefits 
I have found that offenders have a respect for the project and a sense of owner ship. They look  
forward to the sessions as it helps build their self-confidence and communication skills. It is        
educational as it teaches them about the environment and importance of bees. 

less time to reoffend. 
Purposeful activity hours also increase. 
The profile of the prison as a whole will improve within the local community. Especially if any 
honey produced is sold locally. Our honey is labelled and sold at local fetes and fairs with all      
revenue being put back into the project. 

Dave Mcalley 
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Blandford and Sturminster Newton BKA 

We enjoyed a New Year rather than Christmas Dinner at the Green Man in December. January is 
definitely the best time to have a get together; Christmas is gone, the weather is miserable and 
pubs are desperate for  custom so are prepared to give good prices for group  events. We  use a 
raffle to raise tips for the staff which are usually very generous. Other associations may give it a go 

very global company interested in bee health. It was interesting to discover that in America only 3% 
of beekeepers treat their bees for Varroa mostly with Checkmite. This may account for the panic 
over colony collapse disease. Speaking to BSBKA he was surprised to find that this is a 100%      
practice. Vita green which was a very effective spring boost  is no longer being produced because 
not enough of it was being consumed. It was made in Hungary using a variety of herbs. Gallons had 
to be poured away as it had quite a short shelf life. Vita gold is still available. 

We asked about  Hopguard and were told that licensing it as a vetinary medicine  in the EU has 
taken more than 4 years. When it is finally available it will come as a cardboard strips with a plastic 
inner strip which are inserted into the hive. The bees remove the black gunge that is covering the 
strip and clean themselves getting rid of varroa at the same time. It can be used at anytime of the 
year and should be a useful additional tool against varroa.  

I did not appreciate that Apishield the anti-wasp and hornet floor is also a Vita product. These can 

weakest hive which is most likely to be targeted by wasps and  hopefully most wasps will be lured 
into the trap. The bees have to learn the new entrance first before the trap is opened so the floor 
needs to be used when the first wasps start to attack the hives. 

The next talk is at 2.30pm on Saturday 12th March when Andy Willis is explaining how to clean 
wax and get it ready for candles, cosmetics  shows etc. Andy has won a number of wax classes at 
the National Honey show so it should be an interesting afternoon. 

We have been waiting for the weather to dry up so that the new roof can be erected on the apiary 
shed. Once the roof is on the cladding can be attached to the  frame and our apiary will be ready 
for the bees to return from their winter quarters. We need to be ready for our Open Day in April. 

Easter is early this year so our Open day is after Easter on Saturday 9th April from 10.00am to 
4.00pm. Anyone interested is welcome to join us but there is a fee. The morning is usually spent in 
talks and an exhibition of beekeeping equipment. During the afternoon visitors don bee suits and 
go to the apiary  where our members open the hives and explain their contents. Afterwards every-
one returns to the Church Centre for tea, cakes and chat. If you are interested in joining us please  
get hold of Terry Payne our Education Officer 01747 811251. 

We do not have any visits arranged for May as we are keen to ensure the new beekeepers have 
time to learn their skills but there are two events in June  :- 4th June visit to Robert Field in 
Swanage and  18th June round village trip to 4 apiaries. 

Lesley Gasson  
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Dorset Dates 

Date Branch Event Contact Venue 

.12 March Blan & Stur. Wax Cleaning and use 2.30pm L. Gasson Shill Church Centre 

13th 
March 

DBKA  AGM and talk on Young bee-
keepers meeting 2.00pm 

E Rescorla Puddletown Village Hall 

14th 
March 

Sherborne How to Keep Bees K.Pope at 
7.30pm 

S. Blyth Mitre Inn  

18 March East Dorset Shook Swarms by D. Aldersey at 
7.30pm 

J. Wellman Broadstone Comm Centre 

22 March West Dorset Keeping Healthy Bees K. Pope C. Brown Christian Fellowship Hall 
DT6 3QD 

24 March  Shaft & Gill Beginners talk M. Madgwick 
7.30 

M. Davidson Copperidge Inn 

2 April West Dorset  Apiary Meeting 11.30  C. Brown Netherbury DT6 5LJ 

2 April  Sherborne Apiary Meeting Tony Thorp Trent 

9 April Bland & Stur Open Day 10.00-4.00pm T. Payne Shill Church Centre 

16 April Dorch & Wey Auction Sale 2.00pm C. Donaghy Nordale Farm 

7May West Dorset  Apiary Meeting 10.30 C. Brown Netherbury 

19 May DBKA Council Meeting 7.30pm  E. Rescorla Dorchester Bowls Club 

4 June  West Dorset  Apiary Meeting 10.30 C. Brown Netherbury 

4 June Bland & Stur Visit to Robert Field Apiaries 
2.00pm 

L.. Gasson Swanage 

DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE EDITION OF HONEYCRAFT  
FRIDAY 20TH MAY 
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OFFICERS & SECRETARIES 
 

President     Mr. R. Norman 
 
 

Chairman Mrs. L. Gasson The White House Candys Lane Shillingstone  
  DT11 0SF   01258 861690 lmgasson@btinternet.com 
 
Secretary Mrs. E. Rescorla 5 Cowleaze Martinstown Dorchester DT2 9TD 
  01305 889916  winkyozz@uwclub.net 
 
Treasurer Mr. Robert Camping Yew Tree Cottage, Higher Row, Holt, Wimborne BH21 7EB . 
  01202 849338  yewcot@gmail.com  
 
Blandford & Mrs. L. Gasson The White House, Candys Lane Shillingstone  
Sturminster  . DT11 0SF 01258 861690 lmgasson@btinternet.com 
 
Dorchester & Mrs. Sally Leslie 86 Chiswell, Portland, Dorset DT5 1AP 
Weymouth 01305 823043 sally@salles01.plus.com  
 
East Dorset Mrs J Wellman  32 Compton Crescent, West Moors,  
  BH22 0BZ  01202 873292    jennawellm@gmail.com 
 
Shaftesbury & Martin Davidson, Sunnylands Farm, Front St. East Stour 
Gillingham 01747 838978  martindsgbka@btinternet.com 
 
Sherborne Mr Steven Blyth Sloe Lea, Adber, Sherborne DT9 4SG 
  01935 851606 sherbornebee@hotmail.co.uk 
 
West Dorset Mrs C A Brown 11 North Hill Way Bridport.  DT6 4JX   
  Tel 01308-456210  secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk   
 
Examination   .  
   DT11 8NG 01747 811251  twpayne@btopenworld.com 
Secretary  . 
   
Education Mrs. L Gasson The White House Candys Lane Shillingstone DT110SF 
Officer 
  
Honeycraft  
editor  DT11 0SF  01258 861690  lmgasson@btinternet.com 
 
Web Master Nikki Rich rich.furzehill@yahoo.co.uk  web site www.dorsetBKA.com 
 
Seasonal Bee Inspector   Mr K Pope  kevin.pope@fera.gsi.gov.uk 07775 119466 
 
Regional  Bee Inspector  Mr. Julian Parker 01494 488393 mobile 07775 119469  
   julian.parker@apha.gsi.gov.uk  
 
 

 


