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This is a mixed edition  of shows and courses. Unfortunately we do not have the results of the Dor-
chester Show because it is taking place on the 3rd September so just misses our publication date. 
There are plenty of pictures in this edition too and as 1 picture is worth a thousand words perhaps 
that is a good thing. One of the rarest pictures is a view of our president handing out the prizes at 
the Melplash Show. 
 
Four of our associations are running beginners courses starting after Christmas and going on into 
the spring. This good news for Dorset beekeeping as the quality and quantity of well trained bee-
keepers helps all of us. If people can look after their bees well then the burden of diseases must 
improve because if beekeepers know when something is wrong and can do something about it. The 
disease does not spread any further and the bees survive rather than dying out. A further benefit 
for those associations running courses is that the membership increases and there are more enthu-
siastic people ready to help with all the other events that you arrange 
 
Other articles are on Himalayan balsam, how to feed your bees ready for winter, the revival of 
Sherborne beekeepers and notes on the Health and Husbandry Day. 
 
I hope you get a chance to see the BeehIve in Kew Gardens. It is a work of art rather than of science 
but it raises the awareness  of bees and their importance  
 
Lesley Gasson 
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DORCHESTER & WEYMOUTH 
 

     dorchesterandweymouthbka.com 
 

Lodge Tea Rooms, just off the road to Tincleton.  As well as looking through some hives, marking 
and clipping a queen, we also watched bees being drummed out of a barrel.  This did work but took 
some time and once the bees had gone you could understand why they were reluctant to leave.  It 
was filled with comb, brood in all stages and was obviously a snug home for them.   We finished the 
meeting by having tea at the Tea Rooms. It was a beautiful location and wonderful weather. 
 
By the time you read this we will have had our last weekly apiary meeting at Stinsford.  Carrying 
out weekly meetings from April has been quite a commitment but worthwhile as we have always 
had a reasonable number attending, all of whom seem to have enjoyed the sessions. We would like 
to thank Richard Norman who has run these sessions and the various members who have attended 
to help.  We invited Terry Payne to attend one session to go through the Basic and this has hope-
fully encouraged some of our members to go for the Exam next year.   
 
Three of our members, Do Ranson, Roland Benjamin and Penny Gostelow have passed Module 3.  
This is the Pests, Diseases & Poisoning Module.  I think this is quite a complex Module but one that 
is very relevant so congratulations to all three on passing it.  
 
Again, by the time you read this our next major event, the Dorchester Show, will be all over.    We 
have got some new sponsors donating some very worthwhile prizes and we are in a different area 
this year.  A full report will be in the December issue of Honeycraft.    
 

- rd August at The Colliton Club.  This was also to finalise 
plans for the Dorchester Show.  We had a good turn-out and picked up on a fair amount of offers to 
help in the Show.    
 
Forthcoming events for us will be An Introduction to Beekeeping Evening on Wednesday 28th 
September and our AGM on Wednesday 26 October.   We are also starting to plan the next Be-
ginners Course to start in February 2017.    
So, although the Beekeeping season is starting to run down we are still very busy.   

 Sally Leslie  
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Blandford and Sturminster BKA 
 

The Beekeeping active season has come to an end and our bees hopefully are being prepared for 
winter. In the Association apiary  the  beginners' course and the second year course have come to 
an end but the work in the apiary continues. We started treating the bees with apiguard but will 
need to return to give them the second dose in ten days time and then start feeding them for the 
winter. The first year's hives were reasonably robust and produced a small crop of honey but the 
second year's hives did not do so well. We hope that good care now means that they will do better 
next spring. 
 
The Basic Exam. 7 members of our association took their basic exam this July in Terry Payne's api-
ary examined by Ian and Ruth Homer. Six passed. Congratulations to those who passed. It is always 
nerve racking being examined and doubly so when you are an adult and have not taken any exams 
for many years. 
The Oak Fair Our main end of year  event is not a show but our stall at the Oak Fair which attracts 
visitors, informs people about bees, sells honey and hopefully recruits new beekeepers. Sally Leslie 
and Mark Smith demonstrated skep making, there was an observation hive and as usual children 
were drawn to candle rolling 
On the Saturday there was a thunder storm which brought everything to a halt as people ran for 
shelter or rushed back to their cars Sunday was a calmer day 
 
Events The next set of events in the Shillingstone Church Centre starting at 730pm are  

Talk by Ruth Homer on Bee Genetics on 12th September 
Talk by Terry Payne on Preparing for winter on 17th October 
AGM and Supper on 11th November 

Please come to all of these events; I am sure you will find something interesting to listen to and it is  
a chance to catch up with old friends. 
Module 6 Terry is interested in running a revision course of 6 sessions on Module 6 which is con-
cerned with bee behaviour this October ready for the exam in March. It is a lovely module as it 

you would like to join the course. It will be run at the Shillingstone Church Centre from 7.30-
9.30pm. 
Lesley Gasson 
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News from West Dorset - September 2016 

This year seems to be flying by or is it me just getting older - first we were complaining 
about the awful Spring and early Summer not being good for bees what with the wind and 
the rain, having to feed several colonies to keep them going.  One thing for sure I certainly 

have had less telephone calls for swarms this year - is it due to the bees, weather or the 
beekeepers keeping swarming under control? 

I believe we are about month behind this year with the main honey crop - we certainly are 
here in West Dorset, unless you took off rape honey early.  Most of us have taken some 
beginning of August but having to leave several supers frames due to it not be capped suf-
ficiently, so hopefully by the 1st week in September it will be alright to extract.  It will have 
to stay with them if not for the winter, otherwise the temperature related varroa treat-
ments efficacy will be reduced. 

We had a great monthly meeting in July when Geoff Buckland County Chairman came and 
demonstrated at our teaching Apiary - one specific thing that stuck in our minds  after-
wards was the way he handled the bees with great care and calm - a very good      example 
to others.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geoff Buckland with a frame of bees at Netherbury apiary
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Then came the main event of the year for us -  Melplash Show on the 25th August, when 
we incorporated the Dorset County Honey Show too.  It was a super day, very hot, with so 
many people in our marquee showing an interest in the bees and honey.  We were de-
lighted this year to have several entries from neighbouring Associations which boosted our 
class entries to over 180 which is one of our best years, which led to great competition - 
may it continue. Lovely to see so many beekeepers from around the county too that 
popped into the show 

The Judge Hazel Blackburn from Reading was very complimentary about the exhibits, she 
said the standard was very good indeed. Richard Norman County President presented all 
the prizes on the day which was great.  The Blue Ribbon for best exhibit in show went to 
Carole Astbury with her beautiful pieces wax. 
The novice prize of an entry ticket to the National Honey Show 27th-29th October and Tro-
phy went to Ted Sitwell a junior - he was thrilled to bits. 

A big thank you to everyone that helped before during and after the show - the show 
would not be able to go ahead without you.  Thank you also to all the exhibitors who took 
the time and effort to put on a great display of beekeeping produce.    

There will be lots of photos on our website of the day www.westdorsetbees.org.uk for all 
to see. 

MELPLASH SHOW RESULTS 2016 

COUNTY CUPS AND TROPHIES 

Dorset Challenge Cup awarded to member gaining most points in classes 470 - 491  
Winner  - Dennis Clemens  
FW Carter Challenge Cup awarded to member gaining most points in classes 472, 477, 
478, 478A, 479 
Winner  - Richard Norman  
Betty Courtney Memorial Shield awarded to member gaining most points in classes 481, 
481A, 482, 489, 490   
Winners  Mike Wood  
Pearl Wellington Memorial Shield awarded to member gaining most points in classes 
485, 486, 486A, 491  
Winner  - Dennis Clemens  
Novice Trophy & National Honey Show Card awarded to member gaining most points in 
classes 476A, 476B, 476C  
Winner  - Ted Sitwell  

awarded to the Branch with the most points in classes 470 - 491  
Winner   - West Dorset  
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Winners  at the Melplash Show 
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How much should I feed my bees? 
 

At this time of the year beekeepers are worrying about how their bees will get through winter and 
how much to feed them. There are several ideas that need to be taken into account 
 

How much food have they already stored in the brood nest? 
How much young brood is there and is the queen still laying? 
How much forage is there available in the surrounding area? 
What sort of feed are you intending to use? 
How late can you still feed bees? 
How much food will they need to see them through until March or April? 

 
It is relatively easy to work out how much food is already stored in the brood nest. A super frame 
full of honey weighs about 1kg or 2.5lbs. A national brood frame weighs about 2.2 kg or 5lbs and a 
12x14 frame weighs about 3.2kg or 7lbs. Look at each frame and work out how much of the frame 
is being used for stores. Is it half ; a third  or a quarter and then add up the result and find out how 
much is already stored. What is capped is what is stored. Open cells of honey can be used as 
necessary 
 
Young queens tend to continue laying longer than old queens so there is often more brood which 
needs feeding in colonies with new or young queens. The more brood there is the more food the 
colony will need in the short term. This means that if there is not much local forage and you have 
taken off most of the honey the colony will need feeding sooner rather than later. 
 
How much local forage is there? This varies across the county. If it has been very dry  for a long 
spell the plants will not have much nectar and although they are flowering there is very little nectar 
to gather. Bees do better on a large scale crop rather than bits and pieces of forage. This means if 
you have Himalayan Balsam nearby there will be plenty for them to collect but if you are waiting 
for the ivy to flower there may be very little available and they bees will resort to robbing. 
 
There are different types of food available. The easiest to use is ready mixed feed such as ambrosia 
which is quite expensive but can be applied in any feeder. It is cheaper to mix your own feed but 
make sure all the sugar is dissolved. Do not use brown sugar. At this time of year heavy syrup is 
easier for the bees to store so mix 2 kg of sugar to 1 kg/litre of water. Fondant is also available but 
is probably better to use as the weather gets colder and the problem of evaporating water is more 
difficult for the bees. 
 
Once the weather gets colder the bees need to cluster so will ignore food that is put on the crown 
board. When do the first frosts arrive in your area? Try to make sure your feeding is  complete be-
fore the frosts arrive. Bees will fly on warm days  in winter on cleansing flights but they will not 
spend much time foraging. 
 
What ever the size of your colony the ideal amount of stores for the winter is 20kg or 40lbs. Heft 
your hives now and then to find out how heavy or light they are and how fast the stores are going 
down/ 
 
Lesley Gasson 
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www.thebeeshop.co.uk 

 
Quality Beekeeper Clothing 

At Affordable Prices 
 

Full Suits, Smocks & Veils 
White, Coloured & Camouflage 

Sizes - Infant to XXXL 
 

Full beekeeper suit for under £50 
and free postage from 

Wells, Somerset 
 

Email: 
 michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com 
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Somerset Specialists 
ABeeC 

For all your beekeeping requirements. 
 

Agents for 

 
EVERYTHING FOR THE NATIONAL HIVE 

FROM STOCK. 
 Starter Kits - Complete hives - Floors -                  

Brood chambers - Frames - Foundation -              
Queen excluders - Supers - Crown boards - Roofs. 

deal or cedar. 
Bee-suits (One piece & separate) - Gloves - 
Smokers - Hive tools - Etc. 
Knives - Extractors - Honey buckets. 
Honey jars - Labels - Cut comb containers - Etc. 
Collect from our stock or ask about our delivery 
service.

Somerset Specialists ABeeC, The Rose Cottage, 
Dinnnington, Hinton St. George, Somerset, TA17 8SX. 
Tel:   01460 52959 
Fax:  01460 53129 
Email:  giles@abeec.co.uk 
Website:   www.abeec.co.uk 
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East Dorset BKA  

 
East Dorset Beekeepers Association has had a wonderful season with successes in many areas. 
 
The group celebrated its record-
ment this year - a  wonderful achievement for the Association. We aim to better that next year 
with a  comprehensive indoor and outdoor training programme planned for the winter and spring 
months. 
 
Our fund-raising days were a phenomenal success. The group worked tirelessly at events at Sturt 
Farm and Avon Heath Country Park organising Secret Auctions, tombolas, cake and plant stalls, 
and, of course honey and wax products for sale. So successful were they that enough money was 
raised to pay for the entire project of replacing the old and leaky Apiary Hut roof which was much 
needed. 
 

Studland and to Longhorn's Farm Apiary near Monkey World. Members also enjoyed an evening 
 

 
As always our swarm collecting was second to none. Over sixty swarms were rescued and hived 
providing a keen new influx of new members with colonies as well as to our more experienced bee-
keepers for increase. The current membership is now at a record high in the full membership and 
associate membership categories. 
 
 Our latest projects include Project Sainfoin (see attached image)  and help 
with establishing hives on the roof of the Dolphin Shopping Centre in Poole. Sainfoin known as Holy 
Hay, was planted as a requirement by tenant farmers by their landlords from medieval times. However 
forgotten from the late 1800s it's now making a come back. A local farmer is trying out the new crop 
and EDBKA have set up hives to try and catch the nectar flow 
The flowers of sainfoin attract huge numbers of honey and bumble bees. According to studies, Sainfoin 
can attract ten times more bees than white clover. There are many bee keepers in Europe who consider 
sainfoin honey to be superior to that from any other source. The Dolphin Centre hives will be looked 
after by their security team with EDBKA members conducting and supervising regular inspections. 
 
This year was always designed to be transitional for the Association Apiary with new equipment pur-
chased and the re-hiving, merging and shook swarming of  colonies. It came as an added bonus when 
we discovered there was enough honey to take off in August before our Varroa treatment began. 
As always our exciting adventures can be followed on our thriving Facebook site www.facebook.com/
EastDorsetBeekeepersAssociation/ 
 
Ivor Kemp 
Chairman  
East Dorset Beekeepers Association 
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A sainfoin flower visited by a bee

 

Module 6 Revision Course Honeybee Behaviour 
 

 
Church Centre. 
The course will comprise of 6 lessons on Monday evenings from 7.30 to 9.30pm on the following 
dates; 
November 7th and 21st 
December 5th and 19th 
January 16th and 30th 
 
These revision lessons are intended to supplement your own study for the exam and will enable 
you to sit the exam in March next year. 

this module is very practical and will help you to look after your bees more effectively and will help 
you to overcome many of the problems that you might have encountered previously. 
 

 
 
Notes will be provided with other reference material but the course will rely principally on  

 
 
Ted Hooper  Guide to Bees and Honey 
Celia Davis  The Honeybee Inside Out 
Celia Davis -  The Honeybee Around and About 
 
If you wish to take part please contact Terry Payne on 01747 811251 or email to 
twpayne@btinternet.com 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Winter Study Group 2016 - 2017 
 

BBKA Module 2  Honey Bee Products and Forage 
 
Lesley Gasson, Education Officer, has asked me to put together and lead a group for anyone inter-
ested in this BBKA Module.  A commitment to taking the exam is not a requirement for attending 
the group. 
 
The Module 2 syllabus includes: 

removal, processing and storage of honey, including ling heather honey, and the preparation of 
all types of honey, including comb, soft set, seeded, and sections, for both sale and show;  
recovery and processing of beeswax and the uses of other hive products: propolis, pollen, 
venom and royal jelly;  
floral sources of nectar and its composition, how nectar becomes honey, local forage, a little 
elementary botany, and an introduction to analysis of pollen in honey samples  

 
This is not a series of lectures, but an opportunity to go through the units of the syllabus in a sys-
tematic way as part of a group, discussing the units and looking at both theory and practice. 
 
The syllabus is available on the BBKA website.  The units will be arranged in 6 sessions, with the 
final 2 sessions for review, questions, and a brief look at BBKA exam structure and technique for 
anyone interested in taking the exam in 2017, either in March or November. 
 
Venue:  Stratton Village Hall from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm on Monday evenings 
 
Dates:  14 & 28 Nov, 12 Dec, 9 & 23 Jan, 6 & 20 Feb, 6 March 
Cost
by cheque to Dorset County Beekeepers Association, or by cash on the first night, please. 
Books:  There is a recommended book list for BBKA examinations and assessments on the BBKA 
website; some of these books and others will be available to look at on the first evening 
 
Contact:  Liz Rescorla on 01305 889916 or email at winkyozz@uwclub.net 
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2017 Spring Course for New Beekeepers 
 
Keeping bees has become increasingly popular as more people understand that many species of 
bees, including honey bees, are at risk from disease and changes to their habitats and the environ-
ment.  Becoming a beekeeper can be one way of contributing towards supporting honey bees, and 
it is an old and interesting craft. 
 
However, looking after honey bees means being committed to looking after animals with particular 
behaviours and needs.  Although essentially a practical craft, developing a knowledge of the bees 
and the reasons for some of the methods used in their management makes the work more reward-
ing for the beekeeper, and better for the bees. 
 
Dorchester and Weymouth BKA will be running a course for new beekeepers in Spring 2017.  Areas 
to be covered will include: 
 
different kinds of bees : how/why we manage honey bees : what bees collect and why : how bees 
store what they collect : what happens in a beehive : the three castes  queen, workers, drones : 
how to start keeping bees : choosing the type of hive to use : essential equipment : obtaining bees 
and equipment : where to site hives : protective clothing, stings and first aid : basic colony manage-
ment through the year : pest and disease management and hygiene : legislation : handling bees : 
swarming management and taking/hiving swarms : dealing with the honey crop and with beeswax : 
increasing the numbers of colonies : feeding bees : the colony in winter and storage of equipment 
 
Open to:  anyone who thinks they might like to keep bees, intends to keep bees, or has bees but 
no/very little experience; numbers will be limited to about 12 participants 
Dates/times:  Tuesday evenings on 6 consecutive weeks during February and March, followed by 
some sessions at the Branch apiary; dates and times to be confirmed 
Venue:  The Colliton Club, Dorchester 
Cost:  
Weymouth BKA.  The cost will include Associate membership for one year for participants who do 
not have bees.   Anyone who does have bees should already be a registered member. 
 
Contact:  Sally Leslie (sallyfrances86@hotmail.com) 01305 823043 
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The Revival of Sherborne BKA  
 

Reading about the death of Norm Hart in the last issue of Honeycraft prompted Mike Whittick, the 
BSBKA president, to write this article about how Sherborne BKA was revived in the 1970s. 
 
At the beginning of the 1970s there was a shortage of sugar so I tried to get a number of beekeep-
ers to join together and bought some in bulk; 1cwt bags from the Danish Bacon Company in Poole. 
To find the beekeepers I was given a list by the regional bee inspector Arthur Worth. I wrote to a 
long list of beekeepers and suggested that we restart the Sherborne Beekeepers branch. There 
were many keen people and we soon had a good branch started. Col. Thornton-Wood was presi-
dent; L.E.D. Knight was the chairman others were Rolly Rowe, Norman Hart and many others; dead 
now. 
I could not find out much about the previous Sherborne Branch though a silver cup did appear with 
dates in the 1930s and 40s. 
 
Mike Whittick 

John Howcraft
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Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show 
Attached are a couple of photos from the show. 
Entries were up this year. 
Mr D Clemens won the Baylis Shield for the most points and Mr Richard Norman won best in sec-
tion for his naturally granulated honey. Gabrielle Hunt 
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Paul Patemen's Sale List 
 

Paul is giving up beekeeping and has a number of items for sale 
 

- 2 sherriff full bee suits 
- Heavy duty electric 9 frame spinner 3 yrs old 
- 8 working hives c/w bees. national deep brood box's 
- I complete spare hive also Nuc hive c/w stand 
- 4 rapid feeders, 5 contact feeder 
- 70kg honey tank c/w stainless strainer 
- Spares, 2 queen excluders, 5 crown boards 
- 2 clearer boards 
- 25 spare brood frames 
- 100+ honey jars 
- smokers, frame grip, hive tools plus various support equipment 
 

Health and Husbandry Day 
 

The Health and Husbandry day  in July was a good opportunity to hear about what is happening in 
the world of the bee inspectors and the NBU.   
About 80 people attended the day with 20 of from Bournemouth and South Dorset who came to 
join us. It was a pity more of our members did not take the chance to attend a free and very infor-
mative day.  
 
The day was divided into sections and we all had a chance for some hands on action. 
Giles Budge from the NBU explained the many calls on their expertise and work on pests such as 
the small hive beetle and neonicotinoids. As ever brood diseases such as EFB and AFB are also of 
concern. 
 
Julian Parker said that many of the seasonal inspectors were also concerned with the spread of the 
Asian Hornet which is in the North of France and likely to arrive in Britain at some time soon. He 
showed pictures of their behaviour  and how they differed from local wasps and hornets.  
The small Hive Beetle has also spread further north in Italy. There were exercises about how to deal 
with it when it arrives here. Kevin Pope had some in a small bottle for us to look at in the flesh. 
They  look innocent enough to be overlooked. 
 
We all brought our own lunches but tea was provided by Blandford and Sturminster BKA which was 
a lavish spread of cakes in the afternoon. A number of people could not stay for the whole event so 
missed out on the cakes. 
 
After morning teas there was a chance to work in smaller groups with the seasonal bee inspectors 
on a variety of activities which gave us all a chance to ask questions and deal with problems of hy-
giene and pests. 
 
As ever we are all aware of the beekeepers who do not take health and hygiene seriously and jeop-
ardise the bees of those who do. 
 
Lesley Gasson 
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President     Mr. R. Norman  
 
 

Chairman Mr. Geoff Buckland The Willows Icen Lane Weymouth DT3 5PY  
  01305 567950 geofbuckland@aol.com 
 
Secretary Mrs. E. Rescorla 5 Cowleaze Martinstown Dorchester DT2 9TD 
  01305 889916  winkyozz@uwclub.net 
 
Treasurer Mr. Robert Camping Yew Tree Cottage, Higher Row, Holt, Wimborne BH21 
  7EB 01202 849338  yewcot@gmail.com  
 
Blandford & Mrs. L. Gasson The White House, Candys Lane Shillingstone  
Sturminster  DT11 0SF 01258 861690 lmgasson@btinternet.com 
 
Dorchester & Mrs. Sally Leslie 86 Chiswell, Portland, Dorset DT5 1AP 
Weymouth 01305 823043 sallyfrances86@hotmail.com  
 
East Dorset Mrs J Wellman  32 Compton Crescent, West Moors,  
  BH22 0BZ  01202 873292    jenny@jenny32.plus.com 
Shaftesbury & Martin Davidson, Sunnylands Farm, Front St. East Stour 
Gillingham 01747 838978  martindsgbka@btinternet.com 
 
Sherborne Mr Steven Blyth Sloe Lea, Adber, Sherborne DT9 4SG 
  01749 880436 sherbornebee@hotmail.co.uk 
 
West Dorset Mrs C A Brown 11 North Hill Way Bridport.  DT6 4JX   
  Tel 01308-456210  secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk   
 
Examination   
Secretary              DT11 8NG 01747 811251  twpayne@btopenworld.com 
   
Education Mrs. L Gasson The White House Candys Lane Shillingstone DT110SF 
Officer 
  
Honeycraft  
editor  DT11 0SF  01258 861690  lmgasson@btinternet.com 
 
Web Master Nikki Rich rich.furzehill@yahoo.co.uk  web site www.dorsetBKA.com 
 
Seasonal Bee Inspector   Mr K Pope  kevin.pope@fera.gsi.gov.uk 07775 119466 
 
Regional  Bee Inspector  Mr. Julian Parker 01494 488393 mobile 07775 119469  
   julian.parker@apha.gsi.gov.uk  
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Dorset Dates 

Date. Branch Event Contact Venue 

10th Sept East Dorset Honey Show  J. Wellman Sturts Farm West Moors 

12th Sept Blan & Stur Talk Bee genetics by Ruth 
Homer 7.30pm 

L.Gasson Shillingstone Church Cen-
tre 

17th Sept East Dorset Apiary Meeting led by Jo 
Macina 

J. Wellman Sturts Farm 

1st  Oct West Dorset Clean Up at Netherbury 
10.30am 

C. Brown Netherbury Apiary 

11th Oct West Dorset Talk British Bees by Brigit Straw-
bridge 7.30  

C. Brown Christian Fellowship Hall 
Bridport 

17th Oct Blan & Stur Terry Payne talk Preparing for 
winter 7.30pm 

L. Gasson Shill Church Centre  

20th Oct East Dorset Skittles Evening J. Wellman  

21st Oct East Dorset AGM 7.30pm J. Wellman Broadstone comm. centre 

27th Oct-
29th 

Nat Honey 
Show 

National Honey Show  
Sanddown Race Course 

  

11th Nov Blan& Stur AGM and Supper 7.00pm L. Gasson Shill Church Centre 

15th Nov West Dorset AGM 7.30pm C. Brown Christian Fellowship Hall 

DEADLINE FOR THE DECEMBER EDITION OF  
HONEYCRAFT FRIDAY 25TH NOVEMBER 

 




